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Bramwell B. (1884) Diseases of the Heart. Young J. Pentland, Edinburgh 
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•  “It is extremely questionable if anything 
material is to be gained by the use of this 
method.” 
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•  “The chief practical discovery of our time, 
the almost specific action of digitalis in 
cases of gross irregularity of the heart was 
accomplished . . . long before we knew 
this discovery to be due to fibrillation. And 
the discovery that it is due to auricular 
fibrillation has been responsible for little or 
no change in the treatment of the disease 
by digitalis or by quinidine.” 
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•  “The information that is obtained from a 
man handling the patient is entirely lost in 
taking electrocardiograms.  Taking a 
tracing of a pulse, radial or jugular, calls 
attention to features which the naked eye 
can recognize.  If medicine is to make any 
progress at all, the symptoms of disease 
must be detected by the unaided senses.”  
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•  “The chief weapons of the practitioner are 
to-day and will remain his own unaided 
senses . . . Believe me, you will never see 
the day when the medical practitioner will 
rightly interpret delicate records of the hart 
beat, but you will see the day when he will 
know the chief things which these records 
have taught us and how he may utilize that 
knowledge in his daily work.” 

Source Undetermined 
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