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1 PROJECT BACKGROUND AND EVALUATION BRIEF 

1.1 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT OF THIS EVALUATION 

First phase of Health OER

�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 

Second phase of Health OER
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1.2 DATA COLLECTION 
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1.3 ANALYSIS AND STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT 

 

Consolidation

Sustainability

 embodied
 objectified

 institutionalized

calls attention to the fact that civic virtue is most powerful when it is embedded in a sense
network of reciprocal social relations. A society of many virtuous but isolated individuals is
not necessarily rich in social capital (Putnam, 2000, p. 19).

Social capital refers to the institutions, relationships, and norms that shape the quality and
quantity of a society's social interactions... Social capital is not just the sum of the
institutions which underpin a society �– it is the glue that holds them together�”

Sustainability indicators: measuring the
immeasurable.
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Table 1: Categories of analysis

Domain of
sustainability

Analytical
category

Indicators/empirical questions

Within Embodied �• 

�• 

�• 

Objectified �• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

Institutionalized �• 

�• 

�• 

Across Social capital �• 

�• 

�• 
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impact
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2 CONTEXT: THE DISTINCTIVENESS OF THE 
PARTICIPATING HEIS IN RELATION TO OER 

There are notable differences across the four African universities in respect of prior
institutional positions in relation to open learning in general, and the use of ICT in teaching.
Across institutions, individual academics themselves also had widely varying exposure to
OER. Contextual settings, as we know, are more than just the sites where academic staff
happen to practice: particular settings offer unique opportunities and constraints. The
Health OER project has thus taken hold and developed in different ways across these varied
contexts.

UG KNUST UCT UWC
Dentistry

UWC SOPH

Initiated Initiated Complemented Initiated Added
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UG KNUST UCT UWC
Dentistry

UWC SOPH

3 MAPPING EXPERIENCES ONTO DOMAINS OF 
SUSTAINABILITY 

3.1 EMBODIED CULTURAL CAPITAL: ACCEPTABILITY, 
RELEVANCE AND PREPAREDNESS FOR OER 

openness
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apartheid
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trust

Table 3: Summary of embodied cultural capital (acceptability, relevance and
preparedness for OER) across institutions

UG KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

3.2 OBJECTIFIED CULTURAL CAPITAL: PRODUCTION AND USE 
OF OER 

main

Table 4: Main challenges in project institutions

UG & KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

�• 

�• 

�• �• 

�• 

�• 
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UG & KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

�• �• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

 

(a) Increased production and producers in new fields

(b) Progress from educational resources to open educational resources
open

(c) A rich diversity of OER
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(d) Appropriate attention to curriculum and pedagogy
Formative Evaluation of Health OER Design Phase

become
supporting

(a) Resources to meet the needs of students, staff, patients and institutions
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(b) Time!
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�• 
�• 

not suitable

�• 

�• 

�• 

(a) Developing own existing resources
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(b) Assistant researchers have been employed to locate resources

(c) Developing resources to facilitate searches

(d) Using OER Africa resources to enable OER development

 

within

other

�• 
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�• 

�• 
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Table 5: Summary of objectified cultural capital (production and use of OER)
across institutions

UG KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

3.3 INSTITUTIONALIZED CULTURAL CAPITAL: OER POLICY, 
PRODUCTION AND SUPPORT 
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in tandem

parallel

�”.

Free Content, Free/Open
Courseware Policy
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�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 

(a) UG and KNUST

Draft Policy for the Development and
Use of Open Educational Resources for University of Ghana

Policy Overview for the Development and Use of Open Educational Resources
(OER)�’

(b) UCT

Journal of Education Policy,
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 VULA

 OpenContent

 

(c) UWC

Policy Review: University of the Western Cape, Health OER�’.
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Note:



Phase 2 Evaluation: Consolidation and Sustainability

Table 6: Consistency of OER practice within differing policy contexts

KNUST & UG
Clear, over arching
comprehensive

institutional policy

UCT
Clear strategy rather than
over arching institutional

policy

UWC SOPH
Institutional policy being

developed

Challenge to
institution
in
promoting
OER
creation and
development

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

�• 

Type of
resource
being
developed

Pedagogy UG

KNUST

Production
process �• 

�• 

�‘Incentive�’
for OER
creation

Monitoring
of quality

�• 

�• 

each has its own logic
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(a) Internal funding (not provided through policy) to support OER

(b) Attracting funding from new sources
Kumasi, Nov. 11, GNA �– The Government has allocated S$250,000 towards the strengthening of
Information and Communications and Technology (ICT) infrastructure at the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Professor William Otoo Ellis, the Vice Chancellor,
has announced. He said with universities worldwide sharing educational and research materials
online on various websites, the support would significantly enhance the core business of the
KNUST

(c) Achieving connectivity and coherence across funded initiatives

Textbook of Urogynaecology,

(d) Engagement of interns and Master�’s students in supporting OER

Policy Overview for the Development and Use of Open Educational
Resources (OER)
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(e) Harmonizing functions across departments

(f) Utilizing the services of �‘retired�’ academics/practitioners

(g) Managing the �‘incentive�’ issue and the tension between teaching and research

The editors of the Journal of Occupational Therapy of Galicia (TOG) �– named, in part, after
the historic region in Spain �– translated into Spanish Ramafikeng's lecture notes on the
Model of Creative Ability, made available online through UCT's OpenContent directory.
Those notes have now appeared as an introduction to the journal's September edition, an
occupational therapy practice model that originated in South Africa in the 1960s and
1970s.43
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Table 7: Summary of Institutionalized cultural capital (OER policy, production
and support) across institutions

UG KNUST UCT UWC
Dentistry

UWC SOPH

Process
of policy
making

Policy
progress

3.4 SOCIAL CAPITAL: THE BROADER OER NETWORK 

�• 

Delivering Service Indicators in Education and Health in Africa: A Proposal
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�• Still our Common Interest:

�• 

�• 

�• 
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Most of the interviewees stated that even though they saw the benefits of cross
institutional collaboration, they did not know how to initiate collaboration. In particular,
participants did not know �“what the person [from other institutions] does, the skill he has,
the interest of the person, and productions that he�’s done�”50 (p. 17).

production
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Botswana, Malawi, Ghana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Uganda, Zimbabwe and Zambia, working in partnership with U.S. medical schools and
universities. Pilot grants are to begin in Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology, Ghana, in partnership with University of Michigan, University of Ghana, Ghana
Ministry of Health, Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital, Korle Bu Teaching Hospital.54

 
o 

o 

o 
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58

in resource constrained environments

58 http://www.theisaproject.eu/2010/12/isa collaborates with the african health oer network/
[Accessed 7 December 2010]
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Table 8: Summary of social capital across institutions

UG KNUST UCT UWC
Dentistry

UWC SOPH

Within the project:
networking across
participants

Broader
networking

�• 

�• 

3.5 SUMMARY OF THE CURRENT SITUATION 
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Embodied�’ cultural capital:

�‘Objectified�’ cultural capital

�‘Institutionalized�’ cultural capital

�‘Social capital�’:

4 SUSTAINABILITY: THE PRESENT POSITION AND 
CHALLENGES 

4.1 THE PATH TO SUSTAINABILITY 
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Figure 1:

Table 9: Prospects of sustainability if institutions were left without Health OER
support

UG KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

Diffusion of Innovations

Crossing the Chasm
66 A term used by Timothy Vollmer
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UG KNUST UCT UWC Dentistry UWC SOPH

4.2 CONCLUSIONS �– AND SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH THE LENS 
OF PROJECT PROCESS AND EXPERIENCES 
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credibility

viability.
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(a) African produced OER are necessary

Currently, most OER projects are undertaken in the developed world. Even those intended
to benefit Africa. This often results in materials being developed by educationalists who do
not necessarily have immediate insight into the context and challenges of educational
delivery in Africa

 The OER value proposition

Changing Curriculum: Studies on Outcomes based Education in South Africa.

The philosophies of science
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5 THE CHALLENGE OF SUSTAINABILITY: MAKING OER 
MORE VIABLE 

5.1 RETAIN SUCCESSFUL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY AND 
APPROACHES 

5.2 WHY DO OER CREATORS START FROM �‘SCRATCH�’? 

Are we ready for Open Educational Resources?
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�• Taxonomy and tagging of resources:

�• Use of open sources in all aspects of OER production and presentation:
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5.3 THINKING ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF �‘AN OER�’ 

production.

produce

 

 

Ghana Medical Journal
, Medical Teacher

Ghana Medical Journal
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International Journal of Medical Skills

5.4 MAKE CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY EXPLICIT 

.

student choice about when and how
to learn

professional

The Sociology of Philosophies. A global theory of intellectual change.

The 2010 Horizon Report.
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5.5 SOME INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 

�• A centre for technology/higher education studies:

�• Libraries:

�• Inter departmental cooperation and roles for students:

5.6 ACADEMICS�’ PERCEPTIONS AND FEARS 
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(a) My OER isn�’t perfect yet

(b) The purpose of OER is to allow others to see what I�’m doing

(c) People will steal my stuff and benefit unfairly

�• 

�• 

�• 

5.7 FUNDING: FROM FOUNDATION TO TAXPAYER 
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South Africa: Students off to Cuba

Durban �– The KwaZulu Natal Health Department held a send off event for 15 students who
will leave for Cuba next week to study medicine. The group will spend five years in the
Caribbean country at a cost of R101 400 per student per annum.87

6 OVERVIEW AND FINAL THOUGHTS 

processes

credibility
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viability.

viable

Studies in Educational Evaluation
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ANNEXURE 1 
INTERVIEWEES

University of Ghana (18 and 19 October 2010)

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (21 and 22 October 2010)

Focus group interview with DCD students

University of Cape Town (8 and 9 November 2010)

University of theWestern Cape (10 and 12 November 2010)

Staff in the Faculty of Dentistry

Staff in the Faculty of Community and Health Sciences

OER Africa (based in South Africa)(15 November 2010)

University of Michigan (all telephonic interviews)
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ANNEXURE 2 
OER PRODUCTION IN EACH INSTITUTION

University of Ghana

Completed

�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 

not yet fully authorized for open use though fully licensed

fully licensed and authorized for open use

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology

�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 
�• 

�• 

�• 
�• 
�• 

Currently in development and proposed
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University of Cape Town

Title Material (i.e. video,
website, PPT, etc.)

Source (new,
update of existing
OER, modified
into OER)

Status

University of Western Cape (Dentistry)

�• 
�• 
�• 

�• 
�• 

University of Western Cape (School of Public Health)

1 OER that preceded the Health OER Network and posted on
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�• 
�• 

2 OER courses posted on the OER Africa website

�• 
�• 
�• 

3 Case studies scheduled for completion by end of December 2010 (with the aim of
providing students with PDFs on CD and lodging on freecourseware websites)

�• 

�• 

�• 

4 Development of six academic skills and research capacity development
PowerPoint tutorials for distribution on CD to students

�• 
�• 
�• 

5 Develop a Public Health Case Study repository for the Postgraduate
programme

�• 








