
Module: Public Health Disaster Planning for Districts 
 
Organization: East Africa HEALTH Alliance, 2009-2012 
 
Author(s): Dr. Roy William Mayega (Makerere University SPH) 
 
Resource Title: Session 1.1: Introduction to the Disaster Management 
Training 
 
License: Unless otherwise noted, this material is made available under the 
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License:  
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  

We have reviewed this material in accordance with U.S. Copyright Law and have tried to maximize your 
ability to use, share, and adapt it. The citation key on the following slide provides information about how you 
may share and adapt this material. 
 
For more information about how to cite these materials visit http://open.umich.edu/privacy-and-terms-use. 
 
Any medical information in this material is intended to inform and educate and is not a tool for self-diagnosis 
or a replacement for medical evaluation, advice, diagnosis or treatment by a healthcare professional. Please 
speak to your physician if you have questions about your medical condition. 
 
Viewer discretion is advised: Some medical content is graphic and may not be suitable for all viewers. 

1	
  



Attribution Key 
for more information see: http://open.umich.edu/wiki/AttributionPolicy  

Use + Share + Adapt 
 

Make Your Own Assessment 
 

Creative Commons – Attribution License  

Creative Commons – Attribution Share Alike License 

Creative Commons – Attribution Noncommercial License 

Creative Commons – Attribution Noncommercial Share Alike License 

GNU – Free Documentation License 

Creative Commons – Zero Waiver 

Public Domain – Ineligible: Works that are ineligible for copyright protection in the U.S. (17 USC § 102(b)) *laws in 
your jurisdiction may differ 

Public Domain – Expired: Works that are no longer protected due to an expired copyright term. 

Public Domain – Government: Works that are produced by the U.S. Government. (17 USC § 105) 

Public Domain – Self Dedicated: Works that a copyright holder has dedicated to the public domain. 

Fair Use: Use of works that is determined to be Fair consistent with the U.S. Copyright Act. (17 USC § 107) *laws in your 
jurisdiction may differ 
Our determination DOES NOT mean that all uses of this 3rd-party content are Fair Uses and we DO NOT guarantee that 
your use of the content is Fair. 
To use this content you should do your own independent analysis to determine whether or not your use will be Fair.  

{ Content the copyright holder, author, or law permits you to use, share and adapt. } 

{ Content Open.Michigan believes can be used, shared, and adapted because it is ineligible for copyright. } 
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Introduc+on	
  to	
  the	
  Disaster	
  
Management	
  Training	
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Background	
  

•  Universi+es	
  in	
  the	
  Eastern	
  Africa	
  Region	
  have	
  
come	
  together	
  to	
  implement	
  an	
  ini+a+ve	
  
Health	
  Emergency	
  Management	
  Program	
  
(HEMP)	
  that	
  will	
  build	
  the	
  capacity	
  of	
  local	
  
governments	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  to	
  manage	
  and	
  
plan	
  for	
  response	
  to	
  major	
  disasters	
  of	
  public	
  
health	
  importance.	
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Background	
  

•  The	
  Eastern	
  African	
  Region	
  is	
  prone	
  to	
  many	
  
natural	
  and	
  technological	
  disasters	
  of	
  different	
  
kinds.	
  	
  

•  There	
  is	
  not	
  one	
  na+on	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  that	
  is	
  
not	
  vulnerable	
  to	
  the	
  devasta+ng	
  effects	
  of	
  
these	
  disasters.	
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Background	
  

•  Many	
  of	
  these	
  disasters	
  have	
  a	
  public	
  health	
  
significance	
  either	
  directly	
  in	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  
epidemics	
  of	
  infec+ous	
  diseases,	
  or	
  indirectly	
  
as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  breakdown	
  of	
  infrastructure	
  
associated	
  with	
  these	
  disasters.	
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Background	
  

•  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  ini+a+ve	
  therefore	
  is	
  to	
  
increase	
  the	
  capacity	
  of	
  districts	
  to	
  plan	
  for	
  
response,	
  mi+ga+on	
  and	
  preparedness	
  for	
  
disasters,	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  reduce	
  human	
  suffering,	
  
morbidity	
  and	
  mortality	
  that	
  o`en	
  arise	
  from	
  
such	
  incidents	
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Goal	
  

•  	
  The	
  Goal	
  of	
  this	
  training	
  is	
  to	
  strengthen	
  
capacity	
  for	
  public	
  health	
  disaster	
  planning	
  
and	
  management	
  at	
  District	
  level	
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The	
  Specific	
  Objec+ves	
  of	
  this	
  training	
  
are:	
  

•  	
  To	
  create	
  awareness	
  about	
  public	
  health	
  
emergencies	
  

•  To	
  develop	
  district	
  disaster	
  response	
  
management	
  plans	
  for	
  common	
  emergencies	
  
and	
  disasters	
  at	
  district	
  level	
  

•  To	
  build	
  capacity	
  for	
  district	
  officials	
  to	
  train	
  
lower	
  levels	
  in	
  disaster	
  response	
  management	
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What	
  is	
  our	
  key	
  output?	
  

•  To	
  produce	
  a	
  district	
  level	
  disaster	
  response	
  
plan	
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How	
  will	
  we	
  get	
  there?	
  
•  Day	
  1:	
  We	
  shall	
  have	
  a	
  consensus	
  on	
  terms	
  and	
  
concepts	
  of	
  disasters	
  and	
  how	
  disasters	
  affect	
  the	
  
districts	
  

•  Day	
  2:	
  We	
  shall	
  discuss	
  some	
  common	
  hazards	
  in	
  
our	
  region	
  and	
  districts	
  

•  Day	
  3:	
  We	
  shall	
  look	
  at	
  some	
  policies	
  and	
  
standards	
  for	
  disaster	
  management	
  

•  Day	
  4	
  and	
  5:	
  We	
  shall	
  work	
  in	
  groups	
  to	
  produce	
  
a	
  District	
  Disaster	
  Management	
  plan	
  

•  Day	
  6:	
  Presenta+on	
  of	
  the	
  district	
  plans	
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