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Conference Participants
Karen Adams, Oregon Health and Science University, USA
(adamsk@ohsu.edu)
Karen Adams is Associate Professor, Residency Director, and Vice Chair for Education at
Oregon Health and Science University. She holds a certificate in medical ethics from the
University of Washington and is past chair of the Ethics Committee of the American
Medical Women's Association. She chairs the OHSU Multidisciplinary Task Force on Global
Health in Residency. She completed the APGO Academic Scholars and Leaders Program in
2005 and is an ABOG oral board examiner, a member of the CREOG Education Committee,
chair of the CREOG Milestones Faculty Development Task Force, a member of the APGO
Board of Directors, incoming president of COFTOG, and a member of the OBGYN Residency
Review Committee. She also co-directs the CREOG School for New Program Directors.
Richard Adanu, School of Public Health, University of Ghana, Ghana
(rmadanu@yahoo.com)
Richard Adanu is the Dean of the School of Public Health, University of Ghana and Professor
of Women’s Reproductive Health. He is a specialist obstetrician gynecologist and women’s
reproductive health epidemiologist. He graduated from the University of Ghana Medical
School and completed his postgraduate training in obstetrics and gynecology at the Korle-Bu
Teaching Hospital in Ghana. He has a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree from the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. His research covers epidemiology of obstetric and
gynecological disorders in Ghana, family planning, cervical cancer screening and maternal
morbidity.
Joseph Amoah, School of Medical Sciences, University of Cape Coast, Ghana
(jadu@uccsms.edu.gh)
Joseph Amoah is the coordinator for undergraduate clinical clerkship for the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the School of Medicine Sciences, University of Cape Coast. He is
also currently the technical advisor at the Center for Maternal and Newborn Health – LSTM.
His research interests include emergency obstetric care (packages and innovations), and family
planning and reproductive medicine. He was recently awarded the 2013 International Scholars
Award by the Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics (APGO). He has a BSc
in Human Biology.
Kwame Agyire Tetty, Johnson & Johnson, MSSI, USA
(kwameagyire@yahoo.com)
Myron Aldrink, Medical Teams International, USA
(maldrink@medicalteams.org)
Myron Aldrink leads Medical Teams International healthcare facilities development including the
Medical and Surgical Skill Institute in Ghana, West Africa. He also directs the MTI $85 million
procurement of medical products for maternal health programs. Myron has served as Chairman
of PQMD (Partnership of Quality Medical Donations) and is Chair of the PQMD Research
Committee. He is currently directing a study to investigate the potential to improve maternal

health in Africa at the provincial/regional/district levels by training non-physician health worker
(Task shifting). Myron received his MBA from Michigan State University. Prior work experience
includes executive roles with Kraft Foods, Samsonite, Wirthlin Worldwide, and Herman Miller.
Frank Anderson, University of Michigan, USA
(fwja@med.umich.edu)
Frank Anderson, M.D., M.P.H. joined the University of Michigan, Department of Obstetrics &
Gynecology faculty in 1999. He is currently a Clinical Associate Professor, with a joint appointment
in the Heath Behavior/Health Education department at the School of Public Health and the Medical
School. Dr. Anderson is a generalist obstetrician/gynecologist and Director of Global Initiatives for
the department. Partnering with universities and programs in less developed countries to decrease
maternal mortality is a major goal of the initiative. In projects in Sub-Saharan Africa, his research
focuses on both hospital and community-based interventions to improve maternal and neonatal
health and to decrease mortality. A major theme dictating the partnerships is health research for
development, ensuring that research programs answer local health problems and build local capacity
while providing new knowledge that can be applied to other settings. Through a grant from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, he is currently examining how principles of collaboration affect
global health projects. He teaches the Fundamentals of Reproductive Health course at the School of
Public Health, and gives lectures across campus on issues related to maternal mortality, reproductive
health and global health. His work also involves understanding maternal mortality in the state of
Michigan. He sits on the Maternal Mortality Review Committee and the Michigan Maternal Accident
Committee for the state of Michigan.
Cynthia Anderson, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, USA
(ckanderson@wisc.edu)
Dr. Anderson completed her medical degree at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine in 2002. She joined the medical faculty of the University of Wisconsin School of
Medicine and Public Health after completion of residency training in Obstetrics & Gynecology.
She completed a Masters Degree in Public Health in 2012 with a focus on maternal/child health
and global health. She currently serves as Medical Director for the OB/GYN residency
program's Arboretum Clinic located at 1102 South Park Street in Madison, Wisconsin. Dr.
Anderson's research interests include obesity in pregnancy and the effects of excess gestational
weight gain on maternal and child health outcomes, evidence-based approaches to perinatal
care, and global maternal health. She serves as faculty lead for the OB/Gyn Department's
Ethiopia Maternal Health Task Force. As a member of the UW Graduate Medical Education
(GME) Global Health Task Force, she collaborated with colleagues from five medical school
departments to launch the Interdisciplinary Global Health Resident Track in 2013 and has served
as research mentor to medical students, OB/Gyn residents, and PhD candidates.
Jean Anderson, John Hopkins University School of Medicine, USA
(janders@jhmi.edu)
Jean Anderson is Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology Medicine and Director of the
Division of Gynecologic Specialties at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She
has been the Director of the Johns Hopkins HIV Women’s Health Program since its inception
in 1991. She is the editor and an author of A Guide to the Clinical Care of Women with HIV, now
in its 3rd edition, as well as over 90 peer-reviewed publications, reviews and book chapters. She
has served on numerous national and international guidelines committees or working groups
relating to the comprehensive care and treatment of women with HIV infection. Over the past

13 years, she has served as a senior technical advisor for Jhpiego, an international Johns
Hopkins affiliate, working in numerous limited-resource countries in the area of HIV/AIDS and
prevention of cervical cancer in sub Saharan Africa, South America and the Caribbean.
Ebenezer Appiah-Denkyira, Director General of Ghana Health Service, Ghana
(appiahd@yahoo.co.uk)
Gloria Asare, Deputy Director of Ghana Health Service, Ghana
(gloasare1@yahoo.com)
Mathewos Asfaw, Ministry of Education, Ethiopia
(fifiasfaw@gmail.com)
Meg Autry, University of California, San Francisco, USA
(autrym@obgyn.ucsf.edu)
Dr. Autry is a Professor and Director of GME Education in the Department of Obstetrics,
Gynecology, and Reproductive Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco. She
practices general obstetrics and gynecology with a particular interest in surgical teaching. She is
the incoming President of the Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics. She is a
principal investigator for a grant for a curriculum for learners in low-resource settings and was a
lead author on a recent publication in Obstetrics and Gynecology on remote teaching of surgical
skills. She has been traveling to Uganda for the past 5 years and working primarily on skills
transfer and research collaboration.
Ann Marie Beddoe, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, USA
(amb797@nyu.edu)
Alex Boafo, Montefiore Hospital, Albert Einstein University College, USA
(kwameatoapem@gmail.com)
Dr. Boafo is a Clinical Associate Professor of OB/GYN at the Montefiore Hospital affiliated
with Albert Einstein University College. He graduated from the Ghana Medical School, did his
Residency in OB/GYN at Lincoln Hospital under the New York Medical College. He pursued
a Fellowship in Maternal Fetal Medicine at the Metropolitan and Lincoln Hospital Programs.
He obtained a Master’s degree in Public Health from Columbia University in New York in 2005
and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from the Zickling Business School of the
Baruch College in 2007. Dr. Boafo has received several awards including: The Best Residency
Teacher Award on two occasions from the American College of OB/GYN, Community Service
Award on two occasions from the National Council of Ghanaian Associations, and a
Recognition Award from the Commissioner of Health of Rockland County. He was the
President of a US Federal Non-Profit Organization – the Kwakwaduam Association Inc, whose
mission is to organize activities for a Global Health Outreach among others. He now serves as
a Consultant to the Organization.
Adeline Boatin, Harvard University/Massachusetts General Hospital, USA
(aboatin@partners.org)
Adeline Boatin, M.D., MPH received her undergraduate education at Harvard University and
her medical degree at the College of Physicians and Surgeons University. She received an MPH
with a focus on international health at the Harvard School of Public Health. Dr. Boatin recently
completed a 4-year residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Harvard Integrated Obstetrics

and Gynecology Residency Program. She is currently a Global Health Fellow and Clinical
Instructor in the Department of OB/GYN at the Massachusetts General Hospital. Her career
focus is on improving maternal health outcomes in low-resource settings. She has a particular
clinical and research interest in obstetric surgical outcomes in low-resource centers and
introducing quality measures and quality improvement in this area.
Andrew Boayke, University of Michigan, USA
(andrewboayke@yahoo.com)
R. Michael Brady, St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center, USA
(robert.brady@dignityhealth.org)
Dr. Brady is a practicing obstetrician-gynecologist and a residency program director in Phoenix,
Arizona. He graduated the University of Virginia School of Medicine 1995 and completed his
residency training at the Phoenix Integrated Residency Program in Ob-Gyn (PIROG) in 1999.
He is board certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology. He has been the
residency program director at PIROG since 2005. Dr. Brady is a clinical assistant professor at
the University of Arizona School of Medicine. He is a recipient of the CREOG National Faculty
Award and multiple local teaching awards. His professional mission is to practice the most
important specialty in the world, and bring other excellent physicians into the specialty.
Joyce L. Brown, Elevate Health, The Netherlands
(j.l.browne@umcutrecht.nl)
Joyce Browne is a PhD candidate at the University Medical Center Utrecht (The Netherlands)
with a focus on hypertensive disorders in pregnancy in Ghana. In addition, she is affiliated with
Elevate for global business development, linking her interests in education and global health.
Joyce studied Medicine (Utrecht University, The Netherlands), after previously having
completed a MSc Social Epidemiology at University College London (UK) and holds a BSc
from University College Utrecht (The Netherlands).
Yvonne Sonia Butler, Baylor College of Medicine, USA
(yvonne.butler2@bcm.edu)
Dr. Butler is a graduate of the University of Michigan (BS) and Michigan State University
College of Human Medicine (MD). She trained in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Henry Ford
Health System and served as an International Women’s Health and Clinical Epidemiology
Fellow at the University of North Carolina (UNC) Chapel Hill. Dr. Butler is currently an
Assistant Professor in the Obstetrics and Gynecology Department at Baylor College of
Medicine. She serves as one of the leading OB/GYN physicians of the Texas Children’s
Hospital/Baylor College of Medicine Global Health Core Initiative in Monrovia, Liberia. In this
capacity, she also serves as the Clinical Coordinator for the Liberia College of Physicians and
Surgeons OB/GYN Postgraduate Program. In addition to working in Liberia, Dr. Butler’s
global health experiences have taken her to Zambia, South Africa, Ghana, and Costa Rica. Her
interests include decreasing maternal morbidity and mortality, hypertensive disease in pregnancy,
and global women’s health training and education. Her hobbies include extreme sports, running,
reading, and traveling.
Josephat Byamugisha, Makerere University, Uganda
(Byamugisha2001@yahoo.com)

Ben Chi, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, USA
(benjamin_chi@med.unc.edu)
Benjamin Chi, MD, MSc is Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chief Scientific Officer at the Centre for
Infectious Disease Research in Zambia (CIDRZ), and Honorary Lecturer at the University of
Zambia School of Medicine. Based in Lusaka since 2003, he has led research and public
health projects in the areas of perinatal HIV prevention, HIV outcomes research, and
international obstetrics and gynecology. He also has an established track record of mentoring
Zambian and American trainees, with a particular focus on clinical and epidemiologic
research.
Grace Chiudzu, Ministry of Health, Malawi
(chiudzug@yahoo.co.uk)
Dr. Chiudzu is the Head of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Kamuzu Central Hospital (KCH).
She has spent more than fifteen years in clinical service in Malawian government hospitals and
has many years of experience in teaching and training medical, paramedical, and nursing
personnel in management of cervical cancer. She has several years of research consulting
experience with the University of North Carolina and Baylor College of Medicine and most
recently has been involved in an analysis evaluating the association between HIV and cervical
cancer at KCH. She is a member of multiple national councils, committees, and policy-making
taskforces related to women’s health in Malawi, including the Advisory Committee for Cervical
Cancer Screening. She holds academic appointments with both the Malawi College of
Medicine and Baylor College of Medicine and is the current Chairperson for the Nurses and
Midwives Council of Malawi and the National Committee on Confidential Inquiry into
Maternal Death.
Diana Curran, University of Michigan, USA
(dianacur@med.umich.edu)
Diana Curran attended the University of Michigan Medical School, completed her residency in
Ob/Gyn at William Beaumont Hospital located in Royal Oak, Michigan, and spent seven years
in private practice before returning to academic medicine. Her interests include medical
education, simulation, minimally invasive surgery (including robotics), and global health.
Currently she is the Residency Program Director for Ob/Gyn at the University of Michigan
Hospital and Health Systems.
Bernice Dahn, Ministry of Health, Liberia
(bdahn59@gmail.com)
Vanessa Dalton, University of Michigan, USA
(daltonvk@med.umich.edu)
N.R.K. Damale, Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, Ghana
(Ndamale@yahoo.co.uk)
Kwabena Danso, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, School of Medical
Sciences, Ghana
(kadanso1443@yahoo.com)
Kwabena Antwi Danso is a professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology School of Medical Sciences (KNUST SMS) and

Consultant Obstetrician – Gynecologist at Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital, Kumasi, Ghana.
He received his medical training at KNUST SMS and fellowship certification in OBGYN from
the West African College of Surgeons. He has held several academic leadership positions in
KNUST. Professor Danso’s interest is in medical education and Reproductive Health issues in
the areas of obstetric fistula, safe pregnancy and birth, unsafe abortion and vertical transmission
of viruses. He has several peer review articles in local and international journals. He is a
member of several academic institutions and associations in Ghana. He has contributed to six
textbooks and training manuals and has journal reviewer roles for renowned journals.
Ray de Vries, University of Michigan, USA
(rdevries@umich.edu)
Raymond De Vries, PhD co-directs the Center for Bioethics and Social Sciences in Medicine at
the University of Michigan and is a Professor in the Department of Medical Education and the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology there. He is also visiting professor at CAPHRI
School for Public Health and Primary Care, University of Maastricht, the Netherlands. He is
particularly interested in the regulation of science and the production of scientific knowledge;
clinical trials of genetic therapies; the export of western moral traditions to non-western
societies; and the social, ethical, and policy issues associated with the medicalization of
pregnancy and birth. In 2005 he published A Pleasing Birth: Midwifery and Maternity Care in the
Netherlands (Temple University Press), and he is co-editor of Bioethics in the Field, a special issue
of Social Science in Medicine (2013).
Khady Diouf, Harvard University/Brigham and Women’s Hospital, USA
(kdiouf@partners.org)
Dr. Khady Diouf is a Clinical Instructor at Harvard Medical School and a faculty member in
the Global Health division in the department of obstetrics and gynecology at Brigham and
Women's hospital in Boston, MA. She specializes in reproductive infectious diseases,
including HIV, viral hepatitis during pregnancy. Dr. Diouf’s current clinical and research
interests include perinatal transmission of various infectious diseases especially HIV, and
health and resource disparities between low and high-income countries. Dr. Diouf has
worked in various countries including Kenya, the Ivory Coast, and Ethiopia and has recently
set up a collaboration between Hospital Militaire de Ouakam and Brigham and Women's
Hospital with a long term goal to foster relationships to improve resident education and
establish a sustainable a research and clinical partnership.
Titha Dzowela, Ministry of Health, Malawi
(tdzowela@yahoo.com)
Thomas Egbe, University of Buea Cameroon
(obinchemti@yahoo.com)
Dr. Thomas Obinchemti Egbe was born on the 4/2/1960 in Ewelle, Manyu Division,
Cameroon. He graduated from the University of Yaounde, Cameroon in 1985 with a doctor of
medicine degree and further did a four-year postgraduate training (residency) in obstetrics and
Gynecology at the University of Pavia, Italy and completed in 1994. He also sub-specialized in
infertility and gynecologic endoscopic surgery at the University of Paris V (Rene Descartes).
He has been working at the Douala General Hospital as consultant Obstetrician and
Gynecologist since 1995 and Senior Lecturer in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of
Buea since 2008. He is a member of several professional organizations including: American
Society for reproductive medicine since 2002, Italian Society for Obstetrics and Gynecology

and the Society of Gynecology and Obstetrics of Cameroon. He is also author and co-author of
26 scientific papers. He is presently the coordinator of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the
faculty of health sciences of the University of Buea, Cameroon.
Hylke Faber, Elevate Health, The Netherlands
(hylke.faber@elevatehealth.eu)
+31 6 24643147
nl.linkedin.com/in/hylkefaber
Hylke Faber is Partnership Manager at Elevate Health. With his team he is responsible for
business development, marketing and sales. Hylke can be contacted for all questions about
collaboration opportunities and the e-learning services Elevate provide, such as developing (inhouse) online courses and e-learning consultancy services. Hylke holds a MA in Dutch
Language and Culture (Utrecht University) and a MA in Publishing (University of Amsterdam).
Previously he worked as a publisher in International Relations, Law and Social Sciences. He
founded several academic e-journals and book series. In his spare time Hylke initiates and
manages historical productions and publications through his own foundation.
Renee Filius, Elevate health, The Netherlands
(Renee.Filius@ElevateHealth.eu)
http://www.linkedin.com/in/filius
Renée Filius is Program Manager at Elevate Health. She is responsible for Elevate's Course
Curriculum and Research & Development. This includes curriculum development, course
accreditation, community development, e-learning consultancy, e-moderation and IT
innovations to enhance learning. In 1000+ OBGYN Renée will be working on the online
curriculum for genecology and obstetricians in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Senait Fisseha, University of Michigan, USA
(sfisseha@med.umich.edu)
Gaurang Garg, University of Michigan, USA
(gaurangkgarg@gmail.com)
Yirgu Gebrehiwot, African Federation of Obstetrics and Gynecology
(yirgug@yahoo.com)
Tom Gellhaus, University of Iowa, USA
(tgell5@aol.com)
Thomas Gellhaus, MD is a Clinical Associate Professor in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the
University of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. He is the Director of the Division of General
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Iowa. He is also the Assistant Secretary for
the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG). Dr. Gellhaus has served
and lead multiple short-term medical and surgical missions throughout the developing world.
Geilla Goba, Northwestern University, USA
(gelila-goba@fsm.northwestern.edu)
Fastome Goma, Ministry of Health, Zambia
(gomafm@yahoo.co.uk)

Fastone Mathew Goma is Dean, University of Zambia School of Medicine in Lusaka.
Graduated from the University of Zambia with MB ChB in 1988. He obtained a MSc in CardioRespiratory Physiology at University College London in 1994 and PhD in Cardiovascular
Sciences in 1998 from University of Leeds. He also studied International Public Health at
University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) and Tobacco Dependency Management at the
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), University of Toronto, Canada. Dr. Goma’s
main research areas include risk factors for Non-Communicable Diseases (Hypertension &
Tobacco), and Palliative Care.
Reinou Groen, The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, USA
(rgroen1@jhmi.edu)
Reinou S. Groen, MD, MIH, PhD, was born in the Netherlands and studied medicine at the
Groingen University. She became a Tropical Doctor, with a Master in International Health from
the Royal Tropical Institute in Amsterdam. She worked as a Surgeons OverSeas (SOS) international
Surgical Fellow on the development and implementation of a population-based survey on access
surgical needs in Low and Middle Income Countries, which led to her Ph.D. in epidemiology, from
the University of Amsterdam. Rainou has experience providing and teaching emergency obstetric
care for Doctors Without Borders and Surgeons OverSeas (SOS) in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Niger, and Sierra Leone; and worked in Ghana, Nigeria, and Tanzania furthering her
medical studies. Her current (research) projects involve HPV vaccination uptake, ensuring adequate
knowledge of pregnant women about their own pregnancy by establishing a pregnancy passport and
reviewing radiotherapy options in low income countries. She is specializing in Gynecology and
Obstetric at Johns Hopkins Hospital where she started the Global health Interest Group to stay
updated with the new developments in healthcare provision in low income countries.
Solomon Gumanga, Tamale Teaching Hospital, Ghana
(gumangask@yahoo.co.uk)
Kelli Stidham Hall, University of Michigan, USA
(hkelli@med.umich.edu)
Kelli Stidham Hall PhD MS, a reproductive epidemiologist, is a research investigator, and NIH K-12
Scholar in the Department of OBGYN and the Institute for Social Research at the University of
Michigan. Dr. Hall's research focuses on the ways in which young women’s reproductive health
intersects with other dimensions of their health and wellbeing including mental and physical health
and social context. She is particularly interested in biosocial determinants of unintended pregnancy
and its sequelae during adolescence and young adulthood in domestic and global settings.
Gregore Halle-Ekane, University of Buea, Cameroon
(hallegregory@yahoo.fr)
Dr. Gregory Edie Halle-Ekane graduated from the University of Jos-Nigeria in 1985, obtained a
specialist certificate in obstetrics and gynecology from the University of Yaoundé- Cameroon in
1994 and a postgraduate diploma in reproductive health from the University of Geneva in 1995.
He subsequently trained in gynecologic laparoscopic surgery in the University of Geneva in
2002. He is Vice Dean in charge of cooperation and Research in the Faculty of Health sciences,
University of Buea-Cameroon, and senior consultant in department of obstetrics and
gynecology, Reference Hospital of Douala, a referral center which serves the Central Africa subregion. He is a researcher in sexual and reproductive health.
Washington Hill, Sarasota Memorial Hospital, USA

(dr.washingtonhill@gmail.com)
Dr. Washington Hill is the past President and Chief of the Medical Staff at Sarasota Memorial
Hospital, Sarasota, Florida. He is also past Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology and Medical Director, Labor and Delivery, at Sarasota Memorial Hospital. He
received his medical degree from Temple University School of Medicine in 1965, and completed
his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at William Beaumont General Hospital. After 12
years of private practice in Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr. Hill completed a Fellowship in
Maternal–Fetal Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco and Children’s Hospital
of San Francisco in 1984. Dr. Hill has a strong interest in education, patient care, teaching
and clinical practice. He has been published numerous times and has served as a reviewer
and/or on the editorial board for a number of journals in Obstetrics and Gynecology. Further,
he has been interested in providing and teaching safe motherhood with the Clinton Health
Access Initiative (CHAI) and their collaborative Global Health work with Duke University
School of Medicine in Rwanda.
Patrick Idoko, The University of The Gambia, The Gambia
(patidoko@gmail.com)
Patrick Idoko had his medical education in The University of Jos, Nigeria. He subsequently did
a postgraduate residency program in obstetrics and gynecology at the same institution. He is
currently a lecturer at the University of The Gambia and is the course coordinator for the
Obstetrics and Gynecology undergraduate course. He is also the Head of Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital in Banjul, The
Gambia. His interests are in fetal-maternal medicine and sexual and reproductive health and
rights.
Crista Johnson-Agbakwu, University of Arizona, USA
(cejohn11@asu.edu)
Crista Johnson-Agbakwu, MD, MSc, FACOG, is an Obstetrician/ Gynecologist at Maricopa
Integrated Health System, Phoenix, AZ, where she is the Founding Director of the Refugee
Women’s Health Clinic (http://refugeewomensclinic.org/). She is also a Research Assistant
Professor of the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (SIRC) at Arizona State
University. Her current clinical and research focus is on addressing reproductive health
disparities among newly-arrived refugee populations by investigating strategies to improve
health outcomes by enhancing health care access and utilization, reproductive health education,
counseling, community engagement, as well as health care provider cultural competency.
Tim Johnson, University of Michigan, USA
Since 1993, Timothy R.B. Johnson, M.D. has been the Bates Professor of the Diseases of
Women and Children and Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Michigan.
He is also Arthur F. Thurnau Professor; Professor, Women’s Studies, and Research Professor,
Center for Human Growth and Development. His education and training have been at the
University of Michigan, University of Virginia and Johns Hopkins. Prior to returning to the
University of Michigan, he was on the faculty at Johns Hopkins. He is active in international
teaching and training especially in Ghana. He is author of over three hundred articles, chapters
and books and has served on numerous editorial boards, study sections, professional
committees, societies and boards. In 2005, Dr. Johnson was awarded the Distinguished Service
Award, the highest honor of ACOG. He is Past President of the Association of Professors of
Gynecology and Obstetrics, receiving their Lifetime Achievement Award in 2012. Since 2007

he has been Editor of the International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics. Doctor Johnson
is an elected member of the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Science.
Stephen Kennedy, Ministry of Education, Liberia
(kennedy@pire.org)
Stephen B. Kennedy, MD, MPH, is trained in general medicine, infectious disease research,
public health (epidemiology) and international health from Liberia, United States (U.S.) and
Zambia. Dr. Kennedy possesses over 15 years of experience in public health, prevention,
biomedical, and clinical research. Dr. Kennedy has collaborated on randomized trials on
adolescents, young adults, incarcerated males and minorities in the U.S., Liberia, Zambia and
Thailand. Dr. Kennedy is well published in peer-reviewed journals, co-authored a chapter on
adherence to anti-retroviral therapy (ART) in an HIV/AIDS Resource Book on adherence to
ART, currently serves as ad-hoc scientific reviewer for numerous peer-reviewed journals and sits
on several scientific review panels for the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), respectively.
C. A. Klufio, Professor Emeritus OBGYN at University of Ghana Medical School, Ghana
(caklufio@gmail.com)
Justin Konje, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, United Kingdom
(Jck4@le.ac.uk)
A. P. Koroma, Sierra Leone
(apkoroma2@yahoo.co.uk)
Catherine Kress, Yale University, USA
(catherine.kress@yale.edu)
Originally from the San Francisco bay area, Dr. Kress completed her undergraduate degree at
UC Berkeley where she became interested in global health working with Burmese refugees on
the Thai-Burma border. She went on to medical school at the University of Washington and
completed residency in OBGYN at Emory University in Atlanta. Through Yale University, she
immediately joined the HRH program in Rwanda where it has been her great pleasure to work
with residents, medical students and faculty at Kigali University Teaching Hospital.
Yao Kwawukume, Ghana
(yaok12@yahoo.com)
Lee Learman, Indiana University, USA
(llearman@iupui.edu)
Lee Learman is the Clarence E. Ehrlich Professor and Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Indiana University School of Medicine. He spent the previous years of his career,
from 1994-2008, at the University of California San Francisco, where he was a Professor of
Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Sciences and Professor of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics. He currently serves as an oral examiner for the American Board of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, as Chair of the Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology, and
on the Executive Board of the Society of Academic Specialists in General Obstetrics and
Gynecology. In 2011 he began a term of service on the Residency Review Committee for
Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. Learman is a general obstetrician/gynecologist with a clinical
niche focused on the comprehensive evaluation and treatment of chronic pelvic pain. His

research interests include predictors and outcomes of hysterectomy and alternative treatments for
noncancerous conditions as well as various topics in medical education.
Barbara Levy, American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, USA
(blevy@acog.org)
Barbara Levy, MD, Vice President, Health Policy at ACOG, has over 25 years of experience
with direct care, research, and physician training in women’s health care. Prior to ACOG,
Dr. Levy was in private practice and the medical director of the Women’s Health and Breast
Center and Women’s and Children’s Services for the Franciscan Health System in Tacoma,
WA. Dr. Levy has been a vocal advocate for women’s health with appearances on The Oprah
Winfrey Show and local news programs speaking for patient empowerment and engagement
in health care decisions. She has published and co-authored over 70 studies and articles
related to her primary research interests: hysterectomy, endoscopic surgery pelvic pain and
surgical outcomes.
Jack Ludmir, University of Pennsylvania, USA
(jaludm@uphs.upenn.edu)
Jack Ludmir, M.D. is Professor and Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Pennsylvania
Hospital, Vice Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Perelman School of Medicine of the
University of Pennsylvania, and is currently the Past Chair of the Governing Council, Maternal
and Child Health for the American Hospital Association. A graduate of Temple University
School of Medicine, he completed his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology and fellowship in
Maternal-Fetal Medicine at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. His interests in
vulnerable populations extend to Latin America where he was coordinator for the Dominican
Republic Section of ACOG, and is an evaluator of the standards and quality of maternity care in
several Latin American countries. He has established formal relationships with several
universities in Latin America and in Botswana to improve the care of women, including
exchange programs involving residents and attending physicians.
Hillary Mabeya, Moi University School of Medicine, Kenya
(mabeya4@gmail.com)
Dr. Hillary Mabeya is the Head of the Reproductive Health Department at Moi University School
of Medicine and a consultant at the Division of Reproductive Health at the Moi Teaching and
Referral Hospital. He completed his medical education at the University of Nairobi and followed
that with time spent researching at the WHO and the University of Geneva. Afterwards, he
completed a fellowship in HIV in Women at Brown University and is currently pursuing his PhD
in medicine/HPV at the Ghent Universitair in Belgium. Dr. Mabeya is extensively involved in
maternal care through obstetric fistula surgery and prevention through community-based
intervention programs. He started the Gynocare Fistula Centre, a humanitarian facility that has
seen over 800 women suffering from fistulas and is involved in the rehabilitation of fistula
patients through vocation training and income generating activities after surgery. Dr. Mabeya
also has extensive experience in research and has been published numerous times.
Maureen Martin, University of Michigan, USA
(martinms@umich.edu)
Ron Mataya, University of Malawi, Malawi
(rmataya@llu.edu)

Loeto Mazhani, Ministry of Education, Botswana
(lomazhani@yahoo.com)
Dr. Loete Mazhani is the Assistant Programme Director and Head of Pediatrics at the
University of Botswana School of Medicine. She has 25 years of experience as a pediatrician in
clinical, educational, and public health realms. Her previous role as Deputy Permanent
Secretary and Director of Health Services for the Botswana Ministry of Health has given her a
greater appreciation of public health issues and the intertwined relationship between maternal
and child health. Neonatal mortality is now the single most important contributor to our child
mortality. Collaboration between obstetrics and pediatrics is essential if we want to improve the
situation.
Magatte Mbaye, Ministry of Education, Senegal
(magatte4@yahoo.fr)
Reuben Kamoto Mbewe, Ministry of Health, Zambia
(rmkamoto@hotmail.com)
Victor Mbome Njie, Ministry of Health, Cameroon
(mbonvic@yahoo.com)
Irwin Merkatz, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA
(chairobgyn@aol.com)
Dr. Irwin R. Merkatz is the Chella & Moise Professor and Chairman of the Department of
Obstetrics & Gynecology and Women's Health at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine and
the Montefiore Medical Center. Dr. Merkatz has dedicated his career to educating, motivating,
and mentoring a new generation of Women’s Health Care Providers over the past three
decades. During the past 13 years he has specifically focused on increasing the scope of our
Departmental training efforts to include Family Planning and Global Women's Health, and has
overseen the development of multiple projects in Family Planning in the US and in Sub-Saharan
Africa. In these efforts, Dr. Merkatz has focused on training the next generation of global
health care providers and addressing the unmet need for contraception and the unacceptably
high maternal mortality and morbidity rates. Dr. Merkatz has demonstrated his dedication to
this program most recently with the recruitment of two new faculty members in 2013 and 2014
with a specific interest in Global Women's Health. The introduction of the 1000+ Training
Program to improve Women's Health in Sub-Saharan Africa is exciting and Dr. Merkatz is eager
to undertake this new and timely challenge.
Ruth Merkatz, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA
Owen Montgomery, Drexel University, USA
(owen.montgomery@drezelmed.edu)
Dr. Montgomery is the Chairman for the Department of OBGYN at Drexel University College
of Medicine and currently holds faculty appointments in the College of Medicine and the School
of Nursing and Health Professionals. His areas of research and special interests include
transdisciplinary and simulation based education, sexual assault prevention, medical and surgical
care of menopausal women, and Global reduction in maternal mortality through simulation
based surgical training of physicians and midwives. Dr. Montgomery has multiple publications
and he is an invited lecturer and has presented locally, nationally and internationally. He is

currently a member of the Executive Board for the American College of Obstetricians.
Emmanuel Morhe, KNUST, Ghana
(eskmorhe@yahoo.com)
Simon Mueke, Ministry of Health, Kenya
(simonmueke@gmail.com)
Dr. Mueke is currently the head of the Reproductive and Maternal Health Services Unit for the
Ministry of Health of the Government of Kenya. Dr. Mueke is an experienced
obstetrician/urological gynecologist and senior healthcare manager of 16 years and is currently
working at policy formulation and coordination level at the Ministry in Nairobi, Kenya. He not
only supports the delivery of reproductive and maternal health services at county level but
advises the Health Cabinet Secretary and Principal Secretaries on matters regarding Technical
Evaluation of Medical Equipment and Plants, Blood Transfusion Services, Emerging Practices
and New Technologies, to mention but a few. Dr Mueke represents the Director of Medical
Services and the Ministry of Health in several other functions. He has therefore been
nominated to participate in this Academic Partnership for Reducing Maternal Morbidity and
Mortality. He is a reformist and fully supports the effort.
John Mulbah, University of Liberia, Liberia
(jmpolyclinic@yahoo.com)
Samson Mulugeta, Mekelle University College of Health Sciences, Ethiopia
(samson.mulu@yahoo.com)
Gustave Mushagalusa, Universite Evangelique Afrique, Democratic Republic of Congo
(machigera@yahoo.fr)
Violet Opata Nabwire, Moi University, Kenya
(vknabwire@gmail.com)
Opata Violet Nabwire is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Curriculum, Instruction and
Educational Media, School of Education, Moi Unversity. She is a teacher educator in the area
of Educational Media and Technology. She has taught, conducted research, and served as
Postgraduate Coordinator, as well as coordinated collaboration programme at the University.
She is currently the Associate Dean of the School of Education at Moi University. She holds a
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), a Master of Philosophy (MPhil), degrees in Educational
Communication and Technology of Moi University, and a Bachelor of Education (Arts) degree
from Kenyatta University, Kenya. Her academic interests are teacher education, curriculum
development and implementation issues, educational media and technology HIV/AIDS, and
youth and gender issues. She has authored several journal articles and book chapters in
Education and is the author of Fighting HIV/AIDS pandemic through Education: A Reflection of
HIV/AIDS Education Programme in Kenya.
Rachel Nardos, Oregon Health and Sciences University, USA
(nardosr@ohsu.edu)
Dr. Nardos is an assistant professor at Oregon Health and Sciences University and a staff
urogynecologist at Kaiser Permanente in Portland, Oregon. She was born in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, and completed her medical education at Yale University after finishing her
undergraduate education at Franklin and Marshall College. She then completed her residency at

Washington University in St. Louis, after which she worked as a staff surgeon for a year at
Hamlin Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia. She returned for her fellowship in Female Pelvic Medicine
and Reconstructive Pelvic Surgery at OHSU, during which she continued to collaborate with
Hamlin Fistual Hospital on research projects, resulting in the publication of three scientific
papers on the topic of obstetric fistula. She also started the project entitled “Footsteps to
Healing,” a global women's health partnership that send surgeons, nurses, and anesthesiologists
from OHSU and partner hospitals to Gimbie Adventist Hospital in rural west Ethiopia to
perform pelvic organ prolapse surgery. She is currently working on a project to expand the
Footsteps to Healing project to creating a multidisciplinary partnership with Mekelle Univeristy
in northern Ethiopia along with collaboration with Washington University.
Olivier Nyakio Ngeleza, Ministry of Health, Democratic Republic of Congo
(oliviernyakio@yahoo.fr)
Joseph Ngonzi, Mbarara University, Uganda
(jngonzi@gmail.com)
Mansour Niang, Cheikh Anta Diop School of Medicine, Senegal
(mansniang@hotmail.com)
Dr. Mansour Niang is an obstetrician gynecologist and a clinical instructor at Cheikh Anta
Diop School of Medicine in Dakar, Senegal. He is also a captain in the Senegalese Army. Dr.
Niang’s main duties include OBGYN resident education and supervision at Hospital Militaire
de Ouakam and other medical school affiliated hospitals.
Balkachew Nigatu, St. Paul Hospital Millennium Medical School, Ethiopia
(balkewnega@gmail.com)
Kobina Nkyekyer, University of Ghana Medical School, Ghana College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Ghana
(kobi_nky@hotmail.com)
Prof.
Kobinah
Nkyekyer
is an
associate professor in the department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology of the University of Ghana Medical School, Accra. He is the chairman
of the faculty of Obstetrics and Gynecology of the Ghana College of Physicians and Surgeons.
Samuel Obed, University of Ghana Medical School, Ghana
(obedamenyi@yahoo.com)
Professor Samuel A. Obed, MB, ChB, FWACS, FGCPS, is currently the head of department of
Obstetrics & Gynecology at the University of Ghana Medical School and consultant
obstetrician-gynecologist to the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital Accra Ghana. His research
interest include Infertility & Reproductive Endocrinology, Ectopic Pregnancy and, Hypertensive
Disorders in Pregnancy. He has published 38 peer-reviewed articles in medical journals, 9
chapters in postgraduate textbooks in obstetrics & gynecology, several abstracts in international
conferences and a number of educational material on maternal care and adolescent gynecology
for the lay public.
Robert Odok Oceng, Ministry of Education, Uganda
(odokoceng@yahoo.com)
Mr. Robert Oceng is the Commissioner of Higher Education and Training in the Ugandan

Ministry of Education. He has a Masters of Arts in Educational Management, and a Bachelors
and Diploma in Education. His previous job experience includes the Head of the Department
of Higher Education, a member of the Council of Universities in Uganda, and a participant in
the Joint Permanent Commission between Uganda and friends countries on education issues.
Mr. Oceng is currently pursuing his PhD in Management and Administration in Higher
Education.
Henry Opare-Addo, Chair, OBGYN Department, KNUST, Ghana
(sopareaddo@gmail.com)
Samuel Antwi Oppong, University of Ghana Medical School/Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital,
Ghana
(wak72@yahoo.com)
Dr. Samuel Antwi Oppong is a lecturer at the University of Ghana Medical School and a
consultant Obstetrician and Gynecologist at the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital with over ten years
of clinical experience, having worked in both the Central and Eastern regions of Ghana in the
past. His areas of interests are in high-risk pregnancy – particularly sickle cell disease in
pregnancy, cardiovascular diseases in pregnancy as well as gynecologic oncology. He has
participated in a number of research projects development and execution. Currently, he is the
director of the Sickle Cell Disease in Pregnancy clinic, co-director of the Perinatal Assessment
Centre (PAC) at the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital and P-I of the MOPOS study and CoInvestigator in the study of HPV genotypes in HIV positive patients on anti-retrovirals in Ghana.
He is practicing colposcopies and does a lot of public education and advocacy work on cervical
cancers prevention. Dr. Oppong is the training coordinator for the department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology of the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital. He is a fellow of the West African College of
Surgeons, member of SOGOG and GMA.
Bert Peterson, University of North Carolina, USA
(herbert_peterson@unc.edu)
Herbert B. Peterson, MD is the William R. Kenan, Jr. Distinguished Professor and Chair,
Department of Maternal and Child Health and Professor, Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at the University of North Carolina (UNC) Gillings School of Global Public Health
and School of Medicine, respectively. He is also Director of the World Health Organization
Collaborating Centre for Research Evidence for Sexual and Reproductive Health based In the
Department of Maternal and Child Health at UNC. Certified by both the American Board of
Obstetrics and Gynecology and the American Board of Preventive Medicine, Dr. Peterson
served for 20 years at the CDC, where he was Chief of the Epidemiologic Studies Branch and the
first Chief of the Women’s Health and Fertility Branch of the Division of Reproductive Health.
In 1999, he was assigned by CDC to the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva,
Switzerland where he served until coming to UNC in 2004. Dr. Peterson’s major research
interests are at the interface of clinical medicine and public health and have focused on
reproductive health. His focus in this regard has been assuring that policies, programs and
practices in reproductive health are based on the best available science with an emphasis on the
value of interdisciplinary approaches, including implementation science. In 2004, he was
awarded the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Distinguished Service Award.
In 2010, he received the Allan Rosenfield Award for Lifetime Contributions to International
Family Planning by the Society of Family Planning and was awarded Honorary Fellowship in the
Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare of the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists.

Susan Raine, Baylor College of Medicine, USA
(susan.raine@bcm.edu)
Dr. Susan Raine is currently an Associate Professor at Baylor College of Medicine in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology and the Center for Medical Ethics and Health
Policy. Dr. Raine also serves at the Vice Chairman for Global Health Initiatives and Residency
Program Director in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Before receiving her MD
from the Baylor College of Medicine, Dr. Raine completed her Juris Doctor (JD) degree at the
University of Texas School of Law. She completed her OBGYN residency at the Baylor
College of Medicine and joined the Baylor faculty thereafter, completing additional Master’s
degrees in Health Law and Education as a faculty member. Dr. Raine’s professional interests
span the full spectrum of medical education from medical student teaching, to resident and
fellow training, and finally faculty development. Dr. Raine also currently directs the global
activities of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, with programs in Malawi, Liberia,
China, and Papua New Guinea. She spends approximately 50% of her time traveling globally
and administering the Departmental programs. In addition, Dr. Raine is active in women’s
health care advocacy, most recently serving as the District XI McCain Fellow in Washington,
D.C.
Doreen Ramogola-Masire, University of Botswana School of Medicine, Botswana
(doreen.masire@gmail.com)
Dr. Doreen Ramogola-Masire graduated with honors from the School of Medicine of the
University of Nottingham in the United Kingdom. She then continued her training in
Obstetrics and Gynecology first in the United Kingdom and then in the Republic of South
Africa at the University of Cape Town, where she also pursued subspecialties in Perinatal
Medicine and Cervical Cancer Prevention. She has a joint appointment at the University of
Botswana and University of Pennsylvania. Her interest in point of care screening modalities
are suited to low resource settings, and she has extensive experience establishing and managing
cervical cancer screening programs in Southern Africa. Since 2007, Dr. Ramogola-Masire has
led the Women’s Health Initiative of the Botswana-UPenn Partnership (BUP-a collaboration
between Botswana government and universities of Botswana and Pennsylvania), through which
she is supporting the government of Botswana to scale up cervical cancer prevention around
the country as the lead country expert. Her training in Perinatal Medicine has made her a key
participant in issues of HIV infected pregnant women. She co-directed the first PMTCT clinic
in the Western Cape, South Africa, and has been involved in the Botswana national HIV
guidelines, and serves in the national HIV Specialist Panel. She was appointed the country
director of BUP in 2009, supervising more than 100 faculty and staff in Botswana, and interacts
extensively with senior personnel at the MOH, University of Botswana, CDC-Botswana, US
Embassy and other developmental agencies in country in all matters relating to health. Her
outstanding interpersonal skills, training, and great understanding of the local and regional
needs have turned her into a national and international leader in Women’s Health.
Lise Rehwaidt, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, USA
(lise.rehwaldt@gmail.com), (lise.rehwaldt@mssm.edu)
In US +1 917-386-8416
In Liberia from US 011-231-888-457-310
Within Liberia 0888-457-310
Lise Rehwaldt, MD is an Assistant Professor at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in
New York, New York. Her entire professional career has centered around innovative Resident

education and Global Health. She has held leadership roles on a Departmental level as Chair at
Queens Hospital Center, a NYC HHC Hospital for 7 years. She has been a Residency Program
Director for 10 years of her career, most recently at Mount Sinai, where she herself trained. In her
role as Residency Program Director, Global Health was formally integrated into the PGY-3
Resident Block schedule. Over the past 10 years, she has lead and participated in over 40 Global
Health Surgical Missions, most all with resident involvement with a focus on local capacity
building, in Niger, Nicaragua, Jamaica, Tanzania, Honduras and Liberia. Lise was involved in the
initial Mount Sinai mission to Liberia in 2008 and this past January will mark her 15th time in the
country that holds her heart. She is thrilled to be an integral part of the Mount Sinai/Liberia
Academic partnership with her dear friend and Liberian colleague, Dr. John Mulbah, as
collaboratively with others, we join to initiate the first Ob/Gyn Residency Program in Liberia.
The program was officially launched on September 30th and formal clinical rotations are
scheduled to start this April. Having said for some time, Liberia feels where her home is, this will
become a reality this April. She is grateful for all and thrilled to be here in Ghana with so many
kindred spirits.
Lauri Romanzi, New York University, USA
(ljromanzi@gmail.com)
Currently engaged in academic program launch for Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive
Surgery for Rwanda through the Human Resources for Health initiative, Lauri Romanzi is
Visiting Associate Professor of Ob/Gyn at Yale University School of Medicine, and Clinical
Associate Professor of Urology and Ob/Gyn at NYU Langone Medical Center. Lauri cochairs the Ghana Project of the International Urogynecologic Association that functions in an
on-site advisory capacity to Africa’s first Urogynecology Fellowship Program founded by Prof
Anyatei Lassey of the Ghana College of Physicians and Surgeons. Lauri has also served with
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Fistula Foundation, EngenderHealth, USAID, Mercy Ships,
UNFPA and other international humanitarian organizations as project consultant and
incountry conduct of local and regional needs assessments, capacity building and training
programs for fistula, incontinence, pelvic organ prolapse and complications of female
circumcision in Niger, Democratic Republic of Congo, Senegal, Somaliland, Togo, Guinea,
Nepal, Rwanda, Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Sarah Rominski, University of Michigan, USA
(sarahrom@med.umich.edu)
Sarah Rominski, MPH, is a senior research associate at Global REACH, the international
initiative at the University of Michigan Medical School. Since receiving her Master’s in Public
Health in 2007, she has been working on global health projects in Ghana, Ethiopia and Liberia.
Her research focuses on medical education, human resources for health, emergency medicine,
maternal health, family planning and child survival. Ms. Rominski is currently a doctoral
candidate in the School of Public Health at the University of Michigan and her dissertation
research is focusing on access to safe abortion services in Kumasi, Ghana.
Stephen Rulisa, University of Rwanda, School of Medicine, Rwanda
(s.rulisa@gmail.com)
Dr. Stephen Rulisa is a Senior lecturer at University of Rwanda, School of Medicine and Head
of Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology which involves, among others, teaching, clinical
care and running undergraduate and residency programs. Dr. Rulisa also heads the Clinical
Research Department at University Teaching Hospital of Kigali, the biggest Hospital in the

country, which involves research policy, training and management. He is the Secretary General,
Rwanda Society of Obstetrics & Gynecology (RSOG). He was the former President of Rwanda
Medical Association (2009-2011). He is a member of university research council and other
committees on education and training. His research interest is in reproductive health with special
focus on improving pregnancy outcome.
Hamid Rushwan, International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO), Sudan
(hamidrushwan@figo.org)
Dr. Rushwan is currently the Chief Executive of FIGO. He obtained his medical degree and
degree of Doctor of Medicine in Obstetrics and Gynecology from University of Khartoum,
Sudan. He was a UK Postgraduate scholar, Fellow of UK’s Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, and Honorary Fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists (ACOG). In Sudan, Dr. Rushwan contributed significantly to promotion of
undergraduate and postgraduate education in Obstetrics and Gynecology. He was the previous
Chairman of International Council on Management of Population Programmes (ICOMP) and
International Federation of Family Health (IFFH). He was also the founding member of the
International Association for Maternal and Neonatal Health (IAMANEH). Dr. Rushwan has
also been a significant contributor towards women’s health globally as adviser to WHO and
UNFPA.
John J. Sciarra, Northwestern University, USA
(jsciarra@northwestern.edu)
John J. Sciarra, MD, PhD is Professor and Chair Emeritus of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Northwestern University Medical School. In relation to international activities, Dr.
Sciarra served as the president of the International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics
(FIGO) and is editor emeritus of the International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics. At the
World Health Organization (WHO), he served as Chair of the scientific and ethical review
committee of the special program for research, education and research training in human
reproduction. Dr. Sciarra is the Editor-in-Chief of the Global Library of Women’s Medicine, that
provides open-access educational information for physicians in over 170 countries.
Joseph Seffah, University of Ghana Medical School, Ghana
(jseffah@yahoo.co.uk)
Dr. Seffah is a Lecturer at the University of Ghana Medical School, a position he has held since
1997, and is the Secretary OBGYN for WACS. He completed his medical education at the
University of Ghana Medical School, his postgraduate training at the Korle Bu Teaching
Hospital, and a 1999 Certificate course in Reproductive Medicine and Reproductive Biology at
the University of Geneva. His previous foreign attachments include time at the Galilee
International Management Course in 2012, the University of Michigan in 2012, the OBGYN
Department at the Johns Hopkins University in 1993, and at Glostrup Hospital in Denmark. His
special interests in medicine include maternal fetal medicine, OBGYN ultrasonography, women’s
health, and general gynecology.
Kofi Seffah, Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, Ghana
(bbseffah@yahoo.com)
Kofi Seffah is an intern at the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital and completed his medical education in
December 2012. He has spent two years at the University of Michigan as part of an exchange
program between the University of Ghana and the University of Michigan, where he learned

numerous state of the art medical advancements. His primary interests are in post-natal depression
and psychosis and in mental health issues concerning women in general.
Marla Small, Duke University, USA
(marla.small@duke.edu)
Kate Somers, The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, USA
(Kate.Somers@gatesfoundation.org)
Kate Somers is a Program Officer with the Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health team at the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Kate started her career in public health more than 20 years
ago as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Paraguay, South America. After leaving Paraguay, she
earned her Master in Public Health in Health Policy and Administration from the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. As part of her MPH program, Kate took on another Peace
Corps assignment for the Ministry of Health on the island nation Dominica in the Eastern
Caribbean. While in Dominica, Kate worked on dengue fever campaigns as well as HIV and
AIDS education. After completing her MPH in 1997, Kate joined the campaigns as well as
HIV and AIDS education. After completing her MPH in 1997, Kate joined the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention where she was a Project Officer in HIV and AIDS with a
focus on adolescents and youth. In 2000, Kate worked for The California Endowment and
soon after earned her law degree. She returned to her native North Carolina in 2004 and
worked as a lawyer for a year before joining IntraHealth International where she worked in
program design and development for five years. Kate has worked for the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation since 2010 and her portfolio includes grants that focus on health policy,
measurement, and service delivery. In her free time, Kate enjoys fundraising to build schools
overseas, playing softball, and building LEGOs with her son Teo.
Madeline Taskier, University of Michigan, USA
(mtaskier@med.umich.edu)
Samrawit Tassew, Ministry of Health, Ethiopia
(samritass@gmail.com)
Bellington Vwalika, University of Zambia, Zambia
(vwalikab@gmail.com)
Dr. Vwalika is a Zambian obstetrician-gynecologist and epidemiologist with vast professional
development and diversity. He is also an administrator, researcher, external consultant,
seasoned course instructor, and examiner. He heads, plans, directs, and coordinates obstetric
and gynecological services at a tertiary hospital in Lusaka, Zambia and University of Zambia.
He has done curriculum development for undergraduate and postgraduate obstetrics and
gynecology students at this University. He is an external examiner for medical institutions
and does external consultancy works. He is a national training emergency obstetrics and
newborn care (EMONC) for Zambia. He previously effectively supervised the Zambia
National Health Accounts and participated in the creation of a basic healthcare package for
the Zambia Health Systems. He conducted a human resources productivity improvement
study with Health Systems 20/20 in collaboration with the Health Services and Systems
Program (HSSP) and the Zambian Ministry of Health (MoH). Therefore, he implemented a
demonstration project that assessed the effectiveness of a participatory productivity
improvement process in Zambia. He is a member of the University of Zambia Research and
Ethics Committee, a Chairperson of the Undergraduate Research and Ethics Committee, and
is actively involved in the review research protocols to be conducted in Zambia. He has been

running the medical licentiate program for clinical officers at Chainama College of Health
Sciences, Lusaka since 2001. This training has enabled task shifting of the duties of district
medical officers to clinical officers in Zambia.
Lewis Wall, Washington University, USA
(wall@wudosis.wustl.edu)
Sierra Washington, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA
(sierra.washington@gmail.com)
Dr. Sierra Washington is an Assistant Professor of OBGYN at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine. She graduated from Harvard Medical School. She then obtained a Masters of Science
in Public Health for Developing Countries from The London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine. She completed her residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology and Women’s Health at the
University of San Francisco. Dr. Washington began working in Africa in 2001. She has extensive
experience working in HIV and Reproductive Health in Zambia, Cameroon, and Kenya. In 2009
she joined Indiana University School of Medicine as the Director of International Programs for
the department of OBGYN. She held a joint appointment with AMPATH-USAID Kenya at the
O-Field Director for Reproductive Health. While in Kenya, she developed and directed the
Global health Track for OBGYN residents in Indiana, and Co-Directed programs in Prevention
of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV, Cervical Cancer Screening, and Family Planning. Dr.
Washington joined Montefiore and the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Department of
OBGYN in the division of Family Planning and Global Health in 2012. Most recently Dr.
Washington has been working on behalf of Albert Einstein for the Rwandan Human Resources
for Health (HRH) program as a specialist in Obstetrics and Gynecology. While in Rwanda, Dr.
Washington has focused her teaching efforts on Family Planning and Gynecologic Surgical
Technique.
Alan Waxman, University of New Mexico, USA
(awaxman@salud.unm.edu)
Dr. Waxman is a Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of New Mexico
School of Medicine. He joined the faculty of UNM in 2000 after completing a 24-year career in
the U.S. Public Health Service. Dr. Waxman’s principle area of interest since 1991 has been
cervical cancer screening and prevention. He is the immediate past president of the American
Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology (ASCCP). He is nationally recognized as a
teacher of colposcopy. He has lectured nationally and internationally on cervical cancer
screening and human papillomavirus and colposcopy. He has served on national and regional
medical advisory boards of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.
He has been course director and/or on the faculty of postgraduate courses on colposcopy and
cervical cancer screening produced by the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG) and the American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology (ASCCP). He
continues to direct the U.S. Indian Health Service’s Colposcopy Training Program. He has
served on the board of directors of ASCCP intermittently since 1996 and was the Society’s
president 2012-2013. He helped establish the Society’s curriculum for colposcopy education
and helped develop its Colposcopy Mentorship Program for advanced practice nurses and
physicians. He co-chairs ASCCP’s Committee on International Education and Humanitarian
Outreach and in that capacity has directed colposcopy education programs in numerous
developing countries with high rates of cervical cancer. He has authored numerous articles and
book chapters on colposcopy, cervical cancer screening, colposcopy education, and related
subjects.

Jeff Wilkinson, University of North Carolina, USA
(jeffreypwilkinson@gmail.com)
Jeff Wilkinson is an uro-gynecologist from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill who
has lived in Malawi since 2011. He graduated from the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in
1993 and completed residency and fellowship at the University of North Carolina in 1997
and 1999 respectively. He is the medical and surgical director of the Freedom from Fistula
Foundation Fistula Care Center in Lilongwe. Other interests include training in EmONC
and novel use of quadcopters in surveillance of maternity construction in Malawi. He’s
looking forward to catching up with some really great colleagues at the 1000+ ObGyn
meeting.
J. B. Wilson, Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, Ghana
(jb_wilson@outlook.com)
Zenebe Wolde, Hawassa College of Medicine, Ethiopia
(zenejijo@gmail.com)
Diana Wolfe, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA
(dianawolfe2009@gmail.com)
Dr. Diana S Wolfe is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology
and Women’s Health, Division of Maternal Fetal Medicine. Dr. Wolfe’s work in global health
began locally when she volunteered as a bilingual pregnancy counselor in Escondido,
California. She then started working in Africa in 1998 where she served as a Peace Corps
Volunteer in Mali, West Africa. She was part of the national Maternal and Child Health
Program. She worked as health educator in a remote village, Karangasso, located in the Sikasso
region, with a birth assistant to develop health education for 7 local villages on subjects such as
infant nutrition, prenatal care, family planning, and developing community health committees
for each village. She also initiated a birth assistant training program with the head nurse of the
nearest local health center that included training subjects such as management of postpartum
hemorrhage, contraception, and first steps in obstetric emergencies. During medical school,
Dr. Wolfe worked on “The Assessment of the Knowledge of Women’s Health,” a project that
initiated with the Bedoin community of Israel. She implemented the same pre and posttraining test to the 7 Malian villages where she served in the Peace Corps as well as to several
villages in the Peruvian Amazon. Her most recent work in Africa was in Butare (Huye),
Rwanda, serving as MFM subspecialist in the Human Resources for Health (HRH) program,
directed by the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) and the Ministry of Health (MOH) of
Rwanda. Dr. Wolfe was the first MFM subspecialist and faculty member from Einstein to
commence HRH at CHUB, Butare, Rwanda.
Blair Wylie, Harvard University/Massachusetts General Hospital, USA
(bwylier@partners.org)
Blair Wylie, MD MPH, is part of the maternal-fetal medicine faculty of the Vincent Department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Mass General Hospital where she co-directs the Program in
Global Health. She is an Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Harvard Medical
School and a Visiting Scientist at the Harvard School of Public Health. She currently chairs the
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