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PREFACE.

“ AN proposes and God disposes.” There are
but few important events in the affairs of men
brought about by their own choice.

Although frequently urged by friends to write my
memoirs I had determined never to do so, nor to
write anything for publication. At the age of nearly
sixty-two I received an injury from a fall, which con-
fined me closely to the house while it did not ap-
parently affect my general health. This made study
a pleasant pastime. Shortly after, the rascality of a
business partner developed itself by the announce-
ment of a failure. This was followed soon after by
universal depression of all securities, which seemed
to threaten the extinction of a good part of the in-
come still retained, and for which I am indebted to
the kindly act of friends. At this juncture the editor
of the Century Magazine asked me to write a few
articles for him. I consented for the money it gave
me; for at that moment I was living upon borrowed
money. The work I found congenial, and I deter-
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mined to continue it. The event is an important
one for me, for good or evil; I hope for the former.

In preparing these volumes for the public, I have
entered upon the task with the sincere desire to
avoid doing injustice to any one, whether on the
National or Confederate side, other than the un-
avoidable injustice of not making mention often
where special mention is due. There must be many
errors of omission in this work, because the subject
is too large to be treated of in two volumes in such
way as to do justice to all the officers and men en-
gaged. There were thousands of instances, during
the rebellion, of individual, company, regimental and
brigade deeds of heroism which deserve special men-
tion and are not here alluded to. The troops en-
gaged in them will have to look to the detailed
reports of their individual commanders for the full
history of those deeds.

The first volume, as well as a portion of the
second, was written before I had reason to suppose
I was in a critical condition of health. Later I was
reduced almost to the point of death, and it became
impossible for me to attend to anything for weeks.
I have, however, somewhat regained my strength,
and am able, often, to devote as many hours a day as
a person should devote to such work. I would have
more hope of satisfying the expectation of the public
if I could have allowed myself more time. I have



PREFACE. 9

used my best efforts, with the aid of my eldest son,
F. D. Grant, assisted by his brothers, to verify from
the records every statement of fact given. The com-
ments are my own, and show how I saw the matters
treated of whether others saw them in the same light
or not.

With these remarks I present these volumes to
the public, asking no favor but hoping they will meet
the approval of the reader.

U. S. GRANT.

MouNT MACGREGOR, NEW YORK, July 1, 188s.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE MEXICAN WAR—THE BATTLE OF PALO ALTO—THE
BATTLE OF RESACA DE LA PALMA—ARMY OF INVA-
SION—GENERAL TAYLOR—MOVEMENT ON CAMARGO.

HILE General Taylor was away with the

bulk of his army, the little garrison up the

river was besieged. As we lay in our tents upon the

sea-shore, the artillery at the fort on the Rio Grande
could be distinctly heard.

The war had begun.

There were no possible means of obtaining news
from the garrison, and information from outside
could not be otherwise than unfavorable. What
General Taylor’s feelings were during this suspense
I do not know; but for myself, a young second-
lieutenant who had never heard a hostile gun be-
fore, I felt sorry that I had enlisted. A great many
men, when they smell battle afar off, chafe to get
into the fray. When they say so themselves they
generally fail to convince their hearers that they
are as anxious as they would like to make believe,
and as they approach danger they become more
subdued. This rule is not universal, for I have
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known a few men who were always aching for a
fight when there was no enemy near, who were as
good as their word when the battle did come. But
the number of such men is small. '

On the 7th of March the wagons were all loaded
and General Taylor started on his return, with his
army reinforced at Point Isabel, but still less than
three thousand strong, to relieve the garrison on
the Rio Grande. The road from Point Isabel to
Matamoras is over an open, rolling, treeless prairie,
until the timber that borders the bank of the Rio
Grande is reached. This river, like the Mississippi,
flows through a rich alluvial valley in the most
meandering manner, running towards all points of
the compass at times within a few miles. Formerly
the river ran by Resaca de la Palma, some four or
five miles east of the present channel. The old bed
of the river at Resaca had become filled at places,
leaving a succession of little lakes. The timber that
had formerly grown upon both banks, and for a con-
siderable distance out, was still standing. This tim-
ber was struck six or eight miles out from the
besieged garrison, at a point known as Palo Alto—
“Tall trees” or “ woods.”

Early in the forenoon of the 8th of May as
Palo Alto was approached, an army, certainly out-
numbering our little force, was seen, drawn up in
line of battle just in front of the timber. Their
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bayonets and spearheads glistened in the sunlight
formidably. The force was composed largely of
cavalry armed with lances. Where we were the
grass was tall, reaching nearly to the shoulders of
the men, very stiff, and each stock was pointed at
the top, and hard and almos: as sharp as a darning-
needle. General Taylor halted his army before
the head of column came in range of the artillery
of the Mexicans. He then formed a line of battle,
facing the enemy. His artillery, two batteries and
two eighteen-pounder iron guns, drawn by oxen,
were placed in position at intervals along the line.
A battalion was thrown to the rear, commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Childs, of the artillery, as re-
serves. These preparations completed, orders were
given for a platoon of each company to stack arms
and go to a stream off to the right of the command,
to fill their canteens and also those of the rest
of their respective companies. When the men
were all back in their places in line, the command
to advance was given. As I looked down that long
line of about three thousand armed men, advancing
towards a larger force also armed, I thought what
a fearful responsibility General Taylor must feel,
commanding such a host and so far away from
friends. - The Mexicans immediately opened fire
upon us, first with artillery and then with infantry.
At first their shots did not reach us, and the advance
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was continued. As we got nearer, the cannon balls
commenced going through the ranks. They hurt
no one, however, during this advance, because they
would strike the ground long before they reached our
line, and ricochetted through the tall grass so slowly
that the men would see them and open ranks and let
them pass. When we got to a point where the artil-
lery could be used with effect, a halt was called, and
the battle opened on both sides.

The infantry under General Taylor was armed
with flint-lock muskets, and paper cartridges charged
with powder, buck-shot and ball. At the distance
of a few hundred yards a man might fire at you
all day without your finding it out. The artillery
was generally six-pounder brass guns throwing only
solid shot; but General Taylor had with him three
or four twelve-pounder howitzers throwing shell, be-
sides his eighteen-pounders before spoken of, that
had a long range. This made a powerful armament.
The Mexicans were armed about as we were so far
as their infantry was concerned, but their artillery
only fired solid shot. We had greatly the advantage
in this arm.

The artillery was advanced a rod or two in front
of the line, and opened fire. The infantry stood at
order arms as spectators, watching the effect of our
shots upon the enemy, and watching his shots so as
to step out of their way. It could be seen that the
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eighteen-pounders and the howitzers did a great deal
of execution. On our side there was little or no loss
while we occupied this position. During the battle
Major Ringgold, an accomplished and brave artillery
officer, was mortally wounded, and Lieutenant Luther,
also of the artillery, was struck. During the day
several advances were made, and just at dusk it be-
came evident that the Mexicans were falling back.
We again advanced, and occupied at the close of the
battle substantially the ground held by the enemy
at the beginning. In this last move there was a brisk
fire upon our troops, and some execution was done.
One cannon-ball passed through our ranks, not far
from me. It took off the head of an enlisted man,
and the under jaw of Captain Page of my regiment,
while the splinters from the musket of the killed
soldier, and his brains and bones, knocked down two
or three others, including one officer, Lieutenant
Wallen,—hurting them more orless. Our casualties
for the day were nine killed and forty-seven wounded.

At the break of day on the gth, the army under
Taylor was ready to renew the battle ; but an advance
showed that the enemy had entirely left our front
during the night. The chaparral before us was im-
penetrable except where there were roads or trails,
with occasionally clear or bare spots of small dimen-
sions. A body of men penetrating it might easily be
ambushed. It was better to have a few men caught
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in this way than the whole army, yet it was neces-
sary that the garrison at the river should be relieved.
To get to them the chaparral had to be passed.
Thus I assume General Taylor reasoned. He halted
the army not far in advance of the ground occupied
by the Mexicans the day before, and selected Cap-
tain C. F. Smith, of the artillery, and Captain McCall,
of my company, to take one hundred and fifty picked
men each and find where the enemy had gone.
This left me in command of the company, an honor
and responsibility I thought very great.

Smith and McCall found no obstruction in the way
of their advance until they came up to the succession
of ponds, before described, at Resaca. The Mexicans
had passed them and formed their lines on the op-
posite bank. This position they had strengthened a
little by throwing up dead trees and brush in their
front, and by placing artillery to cover the approaches
and open places. Smith and McCall deployed on each
side of the road as well as they could, and engaged
the enemy at long range. Word was sent back, and
the advance of the whole army was at once com-
menced. As we came up we were deployed in
like manner. I was with the right wing, and led my
company through the thicket wherever a penetrable
place could be found, taking advantage of any clear
spot that would carry me towards the enemy. At

last I got pretty close up without knowing it. The
VoLr. 1.—7
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balls commenced to whistle very thick overhead,
cutting the limbs of the chaparral right and left. We
could not see the enemy, so I ordered my men to lie
down, an order that did not have to be enforced. We
kept our position until it became evident that the
enemy were not firing at us, and then withdrew to
find better ground to advance upon.

By this time some progress had been made on our
left. A section of artillery had been captured by the
cavalry, and some prisoners had been taken. The
Mexicans were giving way all along the line, and
many of them had, no doubt, left early. I at last
found a clear space separating two ponds. There
seemed to be a few men in front and I charged upon
them with my company. There was no resistance,
and we captured a Mexican colonel, who had been
wounded, and a few men. Just as I was sending
them to the rear with a guard of two or three men, a
private came from the front bringing back one of
our officers, who had been badly wounded in advance
of where I was. The ground had been charged over
before. My exploit was equal to that of the soldier
who boasted that he had cut off the leg of one of the
enemy. When asked why he did not cut off his
head, he replied : “ Some one had done that before.”
This left no doubt in my mind but that the battle
of Resaca de la Palma would have been won, just as
it was, if I had not been there.
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There was no further resistance. The evening of
the gth the army was encamped on its old ground
near the Fort, and the garrison was relieved. The
siege had lasted a number of days, but the casualties
were few in number. Major Jacob Brown, of the
7th infantry, the commanding officer, had been killed,
and in his honor the fort was named. Since then a
town of considerable importance has sprung up on
the ground occupied by the fort and troops, which
has also taken his name.

The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma
seemed to us engaged, as pretty important affairs;
but we had only a faint conception of their magni-
tude until they were fought over in the North by the
Press and the reports came back to us. At the same
time, or about the same time, we learned that war
existed between the United States and Mexico, by
the acts of the latter country. On learning this fact
General Taylor transferred our camps to the south
or west bank of the river, and Matamoras was occu-
pied. We then became the “ Army of Invasion.”

Up to this time Taylor had none but regular troops
in his command ; but now that invasion had already
taken place, volunteers for one year commenced ar-
riving. The army remained at Matamoras until
sufficiently reinforced to warrant a movement into
the interior. General Taylor was not an officer to
trouble the administration much with his demands,
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but was inclined to do the best he could with the
means given him. He felt his responsibility as going
no further. If he had thought that he was sent to
perform an impossibility with the means given him,
he would probably have informed the authorities of
his opinion and left them to determine what should
be done. If the judgment was against him he would
have gone on and done the best he could with the
means at hand without parading his grievance before
the public. No soldier could face either danger or
responsibility more calmly than he. These are quali-
ties more rarely found than genius or physical courage.

General Taylor never made any great show or
" parade, either of uniform or retinue. In dress he
was possibly too plain, rarely wearing anything in
the field to indicate his rank, or even that he was an
officer; but he was known to every soldier in his
army, and was respected by all. I can call to mind
only one instance when I saw him in uniform, and
one other when I heard of his wearing it. On both
occasions he was unfortunate. The first was at
Corpus Christi. He had concluded to review his
army before starting on the march and gave orders
accordingly. Colonel Twiggs was then second in
rank with the army, and to him was given the com-
mand of the review. Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-
General Worth, a far different soldier from Taylor
in the use of the uniform, was next to Twiggs in
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rank, and claimed superiority by virtue of his brevet
rank when the accidents:of service threw them where
one or the other had to commaqd Worth declined
to attend the review as subordmat\.:to Twiggs until
the question was settled by the highest authority.
This broke up the review, and the question wa.s “re-
ferred to Washington for final decision. T

General Taylor was himself only a colonel, in real R
rank, at that time, and a brigadier-general by
brevet. He was assigned to duty, however, by the
President, with the rank which his brevet gave him.
Worth was not so assigned, but by virtue of com-
manding a division he must, under the army regula-
tions of that day, have drawn the pay of his brevet
rank. The question was submitted to Washington,
and no response was received until after the army
had reached the Rio Grande. It was decided against
General Worth, who at once tendered his resigna-
tion and left the army, going north, no doubt, by the
same vessel that carried it. This kept him out of
the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma.
Either the resignation was not accepted, or General
Worth withdrew it before action had been taken.
At all events he returned to the army in time to
command his division in the battle of Monterey, and
served with it to the end of the war.

The second occasion on which General Taylor
was said to have donned his uniform, was in order to
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receive a visit from the Flag. Officer of the naval
squadron off the mouth of {'}IG Rio Grande. While
the army was on nhar. .nver the Flag Officer sent
word that hg wpufd "2l on the General to pay his
respects on a tértain day. General Taylor, knowing
that: .irava{ officers habitually wore all the uniform the

C ::"‘Jaw allowed” on all occasions of ceremony, thought,
"* it would be only civil to receive his guest in the

same style. His uniform was therefore got out,
brushed up, and put on, in advance of the visit.
The Flag Officer, knowing General Taylor’s aversion
to the wearing of the uniform, and feeling that it
would be regarded as a compliment should he meet
him in civilian’s dress, left off his uniform for this
occasion. The meeting was said to have been em-
barrassing to both, and the conversation was princi-
pally apologetic.

The time was whiled away pleasantly enough at
Matamoras, while we were waiting for volunteers.
It is probable that all the most important people of
the territory occupied by our army left their homes
before we got there, but with those remaining the
best of relations apparently existed. It was the
policy of the Commanding General to allow no pil-
laging, no taking of private property for public or
individual use without satisfactory compensation, so
that a better market was afforded than the people

* ever known before.
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Among the troops that joined us at Matamoras
was an Ohio regiment, of which Thomas L. Hamer,
the Member of Congress who had given me my
appointment to West Point, was major. He told me
then that he could have had the colonelcy, but that
as he knew he was to be appointed a brigadier-gen-
eral, he preferred at first to take the lower grade. 1
have said before that Hamer was one of the ablest
men Ohio ever produced. At that time he was in
the prime of life, being less than fifty years of age,
and possessed an admirable physique, promising long
life. But he was taken sick before Monterey, and
died within a few days. I have always believed that
had his life been spared, he would have been Presi.
dent of the United States during the term filled by
President Pierce. Had Hamer filled that office his
partiality for me was such, there is but little doubt I
should have been appointed to one of the staff corps
of the army — the Pay Department probably — and
would therefore now be preparing to retire. Neither
of these speculations is unreasonable, and they are
mentioned to show how little men control their own
destiny.

Reinforcements having arrived, in the month of
August the movement commenced from Matamoras
to Camargo, the head of navigation on the Rio
Grande. The line of the Rio Grande was all that
was necessary to hold, unless it was intended to in-
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vade Mexico from the North. In that case the
most natural route to take was the one which Gen-
eral Taylor selected. It entered a pass in the Sierra
Madre Mountains, at Monterey, through which the
main road runs to the City of Mexico. Monterey
itself was a good point to hold, even if the line of
the Rio Grande covered all the territory we desired
to occupy at that time. It is built on a plain two
thousand feet above tide water, where the air is
bracing and the situation healthy.

On the 19th of August the army started for
Monterey, leaving a small garrison at Matamoras.
The troops, with the exception of the artillery, cav-
alry, and the brigade to which I belonged, were
moved up the river to Camargo on steamers. As
there were but two or three of these, the boats
had to make a number of trips before the last of the
troops were up. Those who marched did so by
the south side of the river. Lieutenant-Colonel
Garland, of the 4th infantry, was the brigade com-
mander, and on this occasion commanded the entire
marching force. One day out convinced him that
marching by day in that latitude, in the month of
August, was not a beneficial sanitary measure, par-
ticularly for Northern men. The order of marching
was changed and night marches were substituted
with the best results.

When Camargo was reached, we found a city of
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tents outside the Mexican hamlet. I was detailed
to act as quartermaster and commissary to the
regiment. The teams that had proven abundantly
sufficient to transport all supplies from Corpus
Christi to the Rio Grande over the level prairies of
Texas, were entirely inadequate to the needs of the
reinforced army in a mountainous country. To ob-
viate the deficiency, pack mules were hired, with
Mexicans to pack and drive them. I had charge of
the few wagons allotted to the 4th infantry and of
the pack train to supplement them. There were not
men enough in the army to manage that train with-
out the help of Mexicans who had learned how. As
it was the difficulty was great enough. The troops
would take up their march at an early hour each
day. After they had started, the tents and cooking
utensils had to be made into packages, so that they
could be lashed to the backs of the mules. Sheet-
iron kettles, tent-poles and mess chests were incon-
venient articles to transport in that way. It took
several hours to get ready to start each morning,
and by the time we were ready some of the mules
first loaded would be tired of standing so long with
their loads on their backs. Sometimes one would
start to run, bowing his back and kicking up until he
scattered his load ; others would lie down and try to
disarrange their loads by attempting to get on the
top of them by rolling on them; others with tent-
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poles for part of their l6ads would manage to run a
tent-pole on one side of a sapling while they would
take the other. I am not aware of ever having
used a profane expletive in my life; but I would
have the charity to excuse those who may have done
so, if they were in charge of a train of Mexican pack
mules at the time.



. CHAPTER XIIL

PROMOTION TO FIRST LIEUTENANT—CAPTURE OF THE
CITY OF MEXICO—THE ARMY—MEXICAN SOLDIERS
—PEACE NEGOTIATIONS,

N entering the city the troops were fired upon by

the released convicts, and possibly by deserters

and hostile citizens. The streets were deserted, and
the place presented the appearance of a “city of the
dead,” except for this firing by unseen persons from
house-tops, windows, and around corners. In this
firing the lieutenant-colonel of my regiment, Gar-
land, was badly wounded, Lieutenant Sidney Smith,
of the 4th infantry, was also wounded mortally. He
died a few days after, and by his death I was pro-
moted to the grade of first lieutenant. I had gone

Note.—It had been a favorite idea with General Scott for a great many years
before the Mexican war to have established in the United States a soldiers’
home, patterned after something of the kind abroad, particularly, I believe, in
France. He recommended this uniformly, or at least frequently, in his annual
reports to the Secretary of War, but never got any hearing. Now, as he had
conquered the state, he made assessments upon the different large towns and
cities occupied by our troops, in proportion to their capacity to pay, and ap-
pointed officers to receive the money. In addition to the sum thus realized he
had derived, through capture at Cerro Gordo, sales of captured government
tobacco, etc., sums which swelled the fund to a total of about $220,000. Por-
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into the battle of Palo Alto in May, 1846, a second
lieutenant, and I entered the city of Mexico sixteen
months later with the same rank, after having been
in all the engagements possible for any one man
and in a regiment that lost more officers during
the war than it ever had present at any one engage-
ment. My regiment lost four commissioned officers,
all senior to me, by steamboat explosions during
the Mexican war. The Mexicans were not so dis-
criminating. They sometimes picked off my
juniors.

General Scott soon followed the troops into the
city, in state. I wonder that he was not fired upon,
but I believe he was not; at all events he was not
hurt. He took quarters at first in the ‘“ Halls of the
Montezumas,” and from there issued his wise and
discreet orders for the government of a conquered
city, and for suppressing the hostile acts of liberated
convicts already spoken of—orders which chal-
lenge the respect of all who study them. Lawless-

tions of this fund were distributed among the rank and file, given to the
wounded in hospital, or applied in other ways, leaving a balance of some $118,000
remaining unapplied at the close of the war. After the war was over and the
troops all home, General Scott applied to have this money, which had never
been turned into the Ttetsury‘of the United States, expended in establishing
such homes as he had previously recommended. This fund was the foundation
of the Soldiers’ Home at Washington City, and also one at Harrodsburgh,
Kentucky.

The latter went into disuse many years ago. In fact it never had many sol-
diers in it, and was, I believe, finally sold.
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ness was soon suppressed, and the City of Mexico
settled down into a quiet, law-abiding place. The
people began to make their appearance upon the
streets without fear of the invaders. Shortly after-
wards the bulk of the troops were sent from the
city to the villages at the foot of the mountains,
four or five miles to the south and south-west.
Whether General Scott approved of the Mexican
war and the manner in which it was brought about,
I have no means of knowing. His orders to troops
indicate only a soldierly spirit, with probably a little
regard for the perpetuation of his own fame. On
the other hand, General Taylor’s, I think, indicate
that he considered the administration accountable
for the war, and felt no responsibility resting on
himself further than for the faithful performance of
his duties. Both generals deserve the commenda-
tions of their countrymen and to live in the grateful
memory of this people to the latest generation.
Earlier in this narrative I have stated that the
plain, reached after passing the mountains east of
Perote, extends to the cities of Puebla and Mexico.
The route travelled by the army before reaching
Puebla, goes over a pass in a spur of mountain com-
ing up from the south. This pass is very susceptible
of defence by a smaller against a larger force.
Again, the highest point of the road-bed between
Vera Cruz and the City of Mexico is over Rio Frio
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mountain, which also might have been successfully
defended by an inferior against a superior force.
But by moving north of the mountains, and about
thirty miles north of Puebla, both of these passes
would have been avoided. The road from Perote to
the City of Mexico, by this latter route, is as level as
the prairies in our West. Arriving due north from
Puebla, troops could have been detached to take
possession of that place, and then proceeding west
with the rest of the army no mountain would have
been encountered before reaching the City of Mexico.
It is true this road would have brought troops in
by Guadalupe—a town, church and detached spur
of mountain about two miles north of the capital, all
bearing the same general name—and at this point
Lake Texcoco comes near to the mountain, which
was fortified both at the base and on the sides: but
troops could have passed north of the mountain and
come in only a few miles to the north-west, and so
flanked the position, as they actually did on the
south.

It has always seemed to me that this northern
route to the City of Mexico, would have been the
better one to have taken. But my later experience
has taught me two lessons: first, that things are
seen plainer after the events have occurred ; second,
that the most confident critics are generally those
who know the least about the matter criticised. I
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know just enough about the Mexican war to approve
heartily of most of the generalship, but to differ
with a little of it. It is natural that an important
city like Puebla should not have been passed with
contempt ; it may be natural that the direct road to
it should have been taken; but it could have been
passed, its evacuation insured and possession ac-
quired without danger of encountering the enemy
in intricate mountain defiles. In this same way
the City of Mexico could have been approached
without any danger of opposition, except in the open
field. '

But General Scott’s successes are an answer to all
criticism. He invaded a populous country, pene-
trating two hundred and sixty miles into the interior,
with a force at no time equal to one-half of that
opposed to him; he was without a base ; the enemy
was always intrenched, always on the defensive ; yet
he won every battle, he captured the capital, and
conquered the government. Credit is due to the
troops engaged, it is true, but the plans and the
strategy were the general’s.

I had now made marches and been in battle under
both General Scott and General Taylor. The
former divided his force of 10,500 men into four col-
umns, starting a day apart, in moving from Puebla
to the capital of the nation, when it was known that
an army more than twice as large as his own stood
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ready to resist his coming. The road was broad
and the country open except in crossing the Rio
Frio mountain. General Taylor pursued the same
course in marching toward an enemy. He moved
even in smaller bodies. I never thought at the time
to doubt the infallibility of these two generals in all
matters pertaining to their profession. I supposed
they moved in small bodies because more men could
not be passed over a single road on the same day
with their artillery and necessary trains, Later
I found the fallacy of this belief. The rebellion,
which "~ followed as a sequence to the Mexican
war, never could have been suppressed if larger
bodies of men could not have been moved at the
same time than was the custom under Scott and
Taylor.

The victories in Mexico were, in every instance,
over vastly superior numbers. There were two
reasons for this. Both General Scott and General
Taylor had such armies as are not often got to-
gether. At the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca-de-
la-Palma, General Taylor had a small army, but it
was composed exclusively of regular troops, under
the best of drill and discipline. Every officer, from
the highest to the lowest, was educated in his pro-
fession, not at West Point necessarily, but in the
camp, in garrison, and many of them in Indian wars.
The rank and file were probably inferior, as material
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out of which to make an army, to the volunteers that
participated in all the later battles of the war ; but
they were brave men, and then drill and discipline
brought out all there was in them. A better army,
man for man, probably never faced an enemy than
the one commanded by General Taylor in the earli-
est two engagements of the Mexican war. The volun-
teers who followed were of better material, but
without drill or discipline at the start. They
were associated with so many disciplined men
and professionally educated officers, that when
they went into engagements it was with a confi-
dence they would not have felt otherwise. They
became soldiers themselves almost at once. All
these conditions we would enjoy again in case of
war.

The Mexican army of that day was hardly an
organization. The private soldier was picked up
from the lower class of the inhabitants when wanted ;
his consent was not asked ; he was poorly clothed,
worse fed, and seldom paid. He was turned
adrift when no longer wanted. The officers of
the lower grades were but little superior to the
men. With all this I have seen as brave stands
made by some of these men as I have ever seen
made by soldiers. Now Mexico has a standing army
larger than that of the United States. They have
a military school modelled after West Point. Their
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officers are educated and, no doubt, generally brave.
The Mexican war of 1846-8 would be an impossibil-
ity in this generation.

The Mexicans have shown a patriotism which it
would be well if we would imitate in part, but with
more regard to truth. They celebraté the anniver-
saries of Chapultepec and Molino del Rey as of very
great victories. The anniversaries are recognized as
national holidays. At these two battles, while the
United States troops were victorious, it was at very
great sacrifice of life compared with what the Mexi-
cans suffered. The Mexicans, as on many other oc-
casions, stood up as well as any troops ever did.
The trouble seemed to be the lack of experience
among the officers, which led them after a certain
time to simply quit, without being particularly
whipped, but because they had fought enough.
Their authorities of the present day grow enthu-
siastic over their theme when telling of these vic-
tories, and speak with pride of the large sum of
money they forced us to pay in the end. With us,
now twenty years after the close of the most stupend-
ous war ever known, we have writers—who profess
devotion to the nation—engaged in trying to prove
that the Union forces were not victorious; prac-
tically, they say, we were slashed around from Donel-
son to Vicksburg and to Chattanooga ; and in the
East from Gettysburg to Appomattox, when the
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physical rebellion gave out from sheer exhaustion.
There is no difference in the amount of romance in
the two stories.

I would not have the anniversaries of our victories
celebrated, nor those of our defeats made fast days
and spent in humiliation and prayer; but I would
like to see truthful history written. Such history
will do full credit to the courage, endurance and sol-
dierly ability of the American citizen, no matter what
section of the country he hailed from, or in what
ranks he fought. The justice of the cause which
in the end prevailed, will, I doubt not, come to be
acknowledged by every citizen of the land, in time.
For the present, and so long as there are living wit-
nesses of the great war of sections, there will be
people who will not be consoled for the loss of a
cause which they believed to be holy. As time
passes, people, even of the South, will begin to
wonder how it was possible that their ancestors ever
fought for or justified institutions which acknowl-
edged the right of property in man.

After the fall of the capital and the dispersal of
the government of Mexico, it looked very much as
if military occupation of the country for a long
time might be necessary. General Scott at once
began the preparation of orders, regulations and
laws in view of this contingency. He contemplated
making the country pay all the expenses of the oc-
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cupation, without the army becoming a perceptible
burden upon the people. His plan was to levy a
direct tax upon the separate states, and collect, at the
ports left open to trade, a duty on all imports.
From the beginning of the war private property had
not been taken, either for the use of the army or of
individuals, without full compensation. This policy
was to be pursued. There were not troops enough
in the valley of Mexico to occupy many points, but
now that there was no organized army of the enemy
of any size, reinforcements could be got from the
Rio Grande, and there were also new volunteers ar-
riving from time to time, all by way of Vera Cruz.
Military possession was taken of Cuernavaca, fifty
miles south of the City of Mexico ; of Toluca, nearly
as far west, and of Pachuca, a mining town of great
importance, some sixty miles to the north-east. Vera
Cruz, Jalapa, Orizaba, and Puebla were already in
our possession.

Meanwhile the Mexican government had departed
in the person of Santa Anna, and it looked doubtful
for a time whether the United States commissioner,
Mr. Trist, would find anybody to negotiate with.
A temporary government, however, was soon es-
tablished at Queretaro, and Trist began negotiations
for a conclusion of the war. Before terms were final-
ly agreed upon he was ordered back to Washing-
ton, but General Scott prevailed upon him to remain,
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as an arrangement had been so nearly reached, and
the administration must approve his acts if he suc-
ceeded in making such a treaty as had been contem-
plated in his instructions. The treaty was finally
signed the 2d of February, 1848, and accepted by the
government at Washington. It is that known as the
“Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,” and secured to
the United States the Rio Grande as the boundary
of Texas, and the whole territory then included in
New Mexico and Upper California, for the sum of
$15,000,000.

Soon after entering the city of Mexico, the oppo-
sition of Generals Pillow, Worth and Colonel Dun-
can to General Scott became very marked. Scott
claimed that they had demanded of the President his
removal. I do not know whether this is so or not,
but I do know of their unconcealed hostility to
their chief. At last he placed them in arrest, and
preferred charges against them of insubordination
and disrespect. This act brought on a crisis in the
career of the general commanding. He had asserted
from the beginning that the administration was hos-
tile to him; that it had failed in its promises of men
and war material ; that the President himself had
shown duplicity if not treachery in the endeavor to
procure the appointment of Benton: and the ad-
ministration now gave open evidence of its enmity.
About the middle of February orders came conven-
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ing a court of inquiry, composed of Brevet Briga-
dier-General Towson, the surgeon-general of the
army, Brigadier-General Cushing and Colonel Bel-
knap, to inquire into the conduct of the accused and
the accuser, and shortly afterwards orders were re-
ceived from Washington, relieving Scott of the com-
mand of the army in the field and assigning Major-
General William O. Butler of Kentucky to the
place. This order also released Pillow, Worth and
Duncan from arrest.

If a change was to be made the selection of Gen-
eral Butler was agreeable to every one concerned, so
far as I remember to have heard expressions on
the subject. There were many who regarded the
treatment of General Scott as harsh and unjust. It
is quite possible that the vanity of the General had
led him to say and do things that afforded a plaus-
ible pretext to the administration for doing just
what it did and what it had wanted to do from the
start. The court tried the accuser quite as much as
the accused. It was adjourned before completing
its labors, to meet in Frederick, Maryland. General
Scott left the country, and never after had more
than the nominal command of the army until early
in 1861. He certainly was not sustained in his ef-
forts to maintain discipline in high places.

The efforts to kill off politically the two success-
ful generals, made them both candidates for the
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Presidency. General Taylor was nominated in
1848, and was elected. Four years later General
Scott received the nomination but was badly
beaten, and the party nominating him died with his
defeat.*

* The Mexican war made three presidential candidates, Scott, Taylor and
Pierce—and any number of aspirants for that high office. It made also gov-
ernors of States, members of the cabinet, foreign ministers and other officers of
high rank both in state and nation. The rebellion, which contained more war
in a single day, at some critical periods, than the whole Mexican war in two
years, has not been so fruitful of palitical results to those engaged on the Union
side. On the other side, the side of the South, nearly every man who holds
office of any sort whatever, either in the state or in the nation, was a Confed-
erate soldier ; but this is easily accounted for from the fact that the South was
a military camp, and there were very few people of a suitable age to be in the
army who were not in it.
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