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INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION

Chapters XII and XIII relate to experiences that occurred
since the first edition of this volume was published. The
photographs in Chapter XII were taken by Dr. Alexander

Lambert; those in Chapter XIII by Mrs. Herbert Wadsworth
and Mr. Clinedinst.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

Tuz Wurre Housz, January 1, 1908.
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TO
JOHN BURROUGHS

Dear Oom Joun:—Every lover of outdoor life must feel
a sense of affectionate obligation to you. Your writings appeal
to all who care for the life of the woods and the fields, whether
their tastes keep them in the homely, pleasant farm country or
lead them into the wilderness. It is a good thing for our peo-
ple that you should have lived; and surely no man can wish
to have more said of him.

I wish to express my hearty appreciation of your warfare
against the sham nature-writers—those whom you have called
< the yellow journalists of the woods.” From the days of Asop
to the days of Reinecke Fuchs, and from the days of Reinecke
Fuchs to the present time, there has been a distinct and attrac-
tive place in literature for those who write avowed fiction in
which the heroes are animals with human or semi-human attri-
butes. This fiction serves a useful purpose in many ways, even
in the way of encouraging people to take the right view of out-
door life and outdoor creatures; but it is unpardonable for any
observer of nature to write fiction and then publish it as truth,
and he who exposes and wars against such action is entitled to
respect and support. You in your own person have illustrated
what can be done by the lover of nature who has trained him-
self to keen observation, who describes accurately what is thus
observed, and who, finally, possesses the additional gift of writ-
ing with charm and interest.

You were with me on one of the trips described in this
volume, and I trust that to look over it will recall the pleasant
days we spent together.

Your friend,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

THE WHITE Housg, October 2, 1905.






CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

PAGE

Wite THE CouGar Hounbs . . . . . . . . . 1
CHAPTER 11

A CorLorapo Bear HuNT. . . . . . . . . . 68

CHAPTER III

WoLr-COURSING . . e e e e e e e e . . 100

CHAPTER 1V

HunNTING IN THE CATTLE CouNTRY; THE PRONGBUCK 133

CHAPTER V

A SHOT AT A MouNTAIN SHEEP . . . . . . . 181
CHAPTER VI

THe WHITETAIL Deer . . . . . . . . . . . 193

CHAPTER VII

THue MuLe-Deer or Rocky MounTtain BrackraiL . 224

xi



xii CONTENTS

CHAPTER VIII

Tue WariTt oR Rounp-HorNep ELk

CHAPTER IX

WiLDERNESS RESERVES; THE YELLOWSTONE Park .

CHAPTER X

Books oN Bic GaME

CHAPTER XI
ATt HomMme .

CHAPTER XII

INn THE LouisiaNa CANEBRAKES .

CHAPTER XIII

SmaLL CouNTRY NEIGHBORS .

PAGE

. 256

. 287

. 318

- 339

. 360

. 391

*,* Seven of these Chapters have been recently written ; the others have
been revised and added to since they originally appeared in the publications of
the Boone and Crockett Club and in Mr. Caspar Whitney’s ¢¢ Deer Family.”’



WILDERNESS RESERVES 31§

girl at one of the hotels has thus developed a bear as
a pet.

The accompanying photographs not only show bears
very close up, with men standing by within a few yards
of them, but they also show one bear being fed from the
piazza by a cook, and another standing beside a particular
friend, a chambermaid in one of the hotels. In these
photographs it will be seen that some are grizzlies and
some black bears.

This whole episode of bear life in the Yellowstone is
so extraordinary that it will be well worth while for any
man who has the right powers and enough time, to make
a complete study of the life and history of the Yellow-
stone bears. Indeed, nothing better could be done by
some of our out-door faunal naturalists than to spend at
least a year in the Yellowstone, and to study the life
habits of all the wild creatures therein. A man able to
do this, and to write down accurately and interestingly
what he had seen, would make a contribution of perma-
nent value to our nature literature.

In May, after leaving the Yellowstone, I visited the
Grand Canyon of the Colorado, and then went through
the Yosemite Park with John Muir—the companion
above all others for such a trip. It is hard to make com-
parisons among different kinds of scenery, all of them
very grand and very beautiful ; but nothing that I have
ever seen has impressed me quite as much as the desolate
and awful sublimity of the Grand Canyon of the Colo-
rado. I earnestly wish that Congress would make it a
national park, and I am sure that such course would meet
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the approbation of the people of Arizona. The people
of California with wise and generous forethought have
given the Yosemite Valley to the National Government
to be kept as a national park, just as the surrounding
country, including some of the groves of giant trees, has
been kept. The flower-clad slopes of the Sierras—golden
with the blazing poppy, brilliant with lilies and tulips
and red-stemmed Manzinita bush—are unlike anything
else in this country. As for the giant trees, no words
can describe their majesty and beauty.

John Muir and I, with two packers and three pack
mules, spent a delightful three days in the Yosemite.
The first night was clear, and we lay in the open, on beds
of soft fir boughs, among the huge, cinnamon-colored
trunks of the sequoias. It was like lying in a great sol-
emn cathedral, far vaster and more beautiful than any
built by hand of man. Just at nightfall I heard, among
other birds, thrushes which I think were Rocky Moun-
tain hermits—the appropriate choir for such a place of
worship. Next day we went by trail through the woods,
seeing some deer—which were not wild—as well as
mountain quail and blue grouse. Among the birds which
we saw was a white-headed woodpecker; the interesting
carpenter woodpeckers were less numerous than lower
down. In the afternoon we struck snow, and had con-
siderable difficulty in breaking our trails. A snow-storm
came on toward evening, but we kept warm and com-
fortable in a grove of splendid silver firs—rightly named
“ magnificent "—near the brink of the wonderful Yosem-
ite Valley. Next day we clambered down into it and
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at nightfall camped in its bottom, facing the giant cliffs
over which the waterfalls thundered.

Surely our people do not understand even yet the rich
heritage that is theirs. There can be nothing in the
world more beautiful than the Yosemite, the groves of
giant sequoias and redwoods, the Canyon of the Colorado,
the Canyon of the Yellowstone, the Three Tetons; and
our people should see to it that they are preserved for
their children and their children’s children forever, with
their majestic beauty all unmarred.
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