
A healthy 
environment

Access to 
adequate 
housing Dignity, 

equality and 
life

Basic 
education

Lawful, fair 
administrative 

actions

Access to 
social security

Freedom 
of religion, 
belief and 

opinion

Personal 
freedom and 

security

4

Access to 
health care 

services

Access to 
information

Individual and 
collective rights

in public health

Good Health 
is your right

· S
ta

nd
 U

p!
 · 

Speak Out! · Do Som
ething!



are 
What 

individual 
and 

human 
rights?

collective 

All the people in the waiting room have a right 
to health care and want to be treated as soon 
as possible. Everybody cannot get treatment 
at the same time. Hospitals and clinics have 
policies to protect the collective rights of all 
the people. Sometimes public policies can 
limit individual rights to protect the rights of a 
group of people. 

• individual rights protect a person
• collective rights protect a group of people



 



1. The right to health
2. Community involvement and the right to health
3. The patients’ rights charter
4. Individual and collective rights in public health
5. Access to information
6. Rights and resource allocation
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For more information please contact:
Open Democracy Advice Centre (ODAC) 
IDASA Building
6 Spin Street
Church Square
CAPE TOWN
Tel No:  021 461 3096
Fax No:  021 461 3021
odac@opendemocracy.org.za

The People's Health Movement South Africa
Tel : 021 4475770 
Fax: 021 4475884
Url:  www.phmsouthafrica.org
e-mail:  coordinator@phmsouthafrica.org
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